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SSLSARCRRE RE SERSTSE 
The Bookſeller to the 
READER. 


Neending to reprint this Funeral 
| Sermon, it was judg d convenient 

to annex to it, a Sermon of Do- 
: tor Thomas Mantons, ſuitable to 
; the Subjeft that was treated on, and 
© being the laſt be publickly preached. 
& This will ſhortly be followed with 
© 8 Volumn of the Doftor's Sermons 
now in the Preſs. 
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SHISKSKS AG AOCKKS 
1 Theſſ. 4.17. the laſt clauſe. 
--- And ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord; 


HE Words are a x] 

brought by the 'Apoſtle 

the hind Food where he 

was by extmordinary. Privis 
ledge raisd, he aw and underftood | 
how great ati Happineſs it is'to be with / 
Chriſt. And they are addreft/ to 
levers, to moderate and allay their ſar- 
rows for the death of rholt Saims, who 
by. their conjunction in Blood orFriend- 
(hip were moſt dear to them,  Thushe 
ſpcaks uv the 13th Verſe, { wadld wot 
hace you be ignorant, Brethren, con — 
them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow 
as others which have no hope. The Heas 
thens, that were ſtrangers to a future 
ſtate, and thought that after a ſhort 
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Sea, might with ſome pretence abandon 
thernſe|ves to the extremity of their 
Paſſions. But Chriſtians, to whom A 
and Immortality are reveal 'd by the 
ſþel 5 who believe, that as Jeſus died and 
roſe again 3, fo all that ſleep in Joſe, the 
perſevere mn Faith and Holineſs to the 
end, God will bring with him, are forbid 
_ upon the moſt weighty Reaſons, to 1n- 
dulge their Grief in excels. The Union 
between Chriſt and Believers is invio- 
lable 3 and from thence it follows, they 
..2 be partakers with him m his Glo- 
The Soul immediately after Death 
ſhut be with Chriſt. Whiles the Body re- 
poſes in the Grave, 'tis in his Preſence 
who is Life and Light, and has a vital 
joyful Reſt in Communion with him. 
And in the appointed Time the Bodies 
of the Saints, thoſe happy Spoils, ſhall 
be reſcued from the dark Prifon of the 
Grave, and be {harers with their Souls 
m immortal Glory. 
This conſummate Happineſs of th 

[Saints , the Apoſtle affures from t 
bigheR Authorty, the Word of the ga 


——_ 
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and deſcribes his glorious Appearance, 
ſo as to make the -___ ps 00 
on our Minds. For the Lord himſelf 
ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a Skout,, 
with the Voice of an Arch-Angel,and with 
the Trump of God; and the Dead in 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. Then we which ave 
alroe, and remain, ſhall be caught up toge- 
ther with them in the Clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the Air ;, and ſo ſhall we ever be 
with tke Lord. Then Death, the haft 
Enemy, fo fearful and feared by Men, 
{hall be deſtroyed. And the Captive 
Prince of the World, with all the - 
ers of Darkneſs, and all other Rebelti- 
ous Sinners that obſtinately joyn'd with 
him, ſhall be brought in Chains before 
his dreadful Tribunal : and after the 
t At of the Univerſal Judgment 
Il be compleated, then all the Saints 
ſhall makethearr trumphant Entry with 
the Captain of their Salvation, into 
his Kingdom, and fball ever be with the 
Lord. | 


The general Propoſlizon from the 
Words is this 3 The Saints after the Re- 
B 2 ſurreTion 
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JurreGion ſhall be Compleatly and Eter- 
nally kappy in the Preſence of Chriſt. 

To make this ſupernatural Bletiednefs 
more caſie and intclligible to! us, the 
Scripture deſcribes it - ſenſible Re- 
preſcntations. For whilſt the. Soul is 
cloath'd with Fleſh, Fancy has ſach-a 
dominion, that we can conceive of no- 
thmg but by Compariſons. and Images 
taken from material things. - 'T1s there- , 
fore {@ forth by a Feaſt, and a King- 
dom, to [1gnific the Joy and Glory of 
that State. But to prevent- all grofs 
conceits ; it tells us that the Bodies of 
theSaints ſhall be ſpiritual, not capable 
of Hunger and Thirſt, nor conſequent- 
ly of any refreſhment that is cauſed by 
the ſatisfaftionof thoſe appetites. The 
objects of the moſt noble ſenſes, Seeing 
and Hearing, the pleaſure of which 1s 
mix'd with Reaſon, and not common 


to the Brutes, are more frequently made 


uſe of to reconcile that glorious State 
to the proportion of our Minds. Thas 


ſometimes _the Bleſſed are repreſented 


plac'd on Thrones with Crowns. on their 
heads ; 
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heads ; ſometimes cloathed in White,with 
Palms in their hands ; ſometimes fing- 
ing Songs of triumph to Him that {ts 074 
the Throne, and to their Saviour. ' Bnt 


the reality of this Blefſedneſs infinitely 
exceeds all thoſe faint Metaphors. Hea- 


ven is Teſſened mpariſons 

carthly things. The poſtle who was | 
dignitt'd with the revelation of the ſuc- 
ceſles that ſhall. happen to the Church 
till Time ſhall be no more, tells us, 
does not appear what we ſhall be in Eter- 
nity. The things that God has prepar'd 


for thoſe That Tore! Tim, are far more 


abovethe higeſt aſcent of our thoughts, 
than the Marriage-Feaſt of a grear 
Prince excceds in endo? and magnt- 
ficence the imagination of one that has 
always liv in an obſcure Village, and 


_never law any Or 


taſt ine in his Life. We can think 


of thoſe things but according t6 the” 
poverty of ( or Underſtandings "BYE 

ſo much we know that is able to fivee- 
ten all the bitterneſs, and render infipid 


all the ſweetneſ(s of this World. - © 
B 3 This 
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This will appear by confidering,that 
whatever is requiſite to conſtitute the 
perfe&t Bleſſedne(s of Man, is fully en- 
joy'd in the Divine Prefence. 


1. An exemption from all evils, is 
the firſt condition of perfe&t Blefled- 
neſs. . The ſentence of wiſe Soloz is 


true in another (ſenſe than he intended, 


——Dicique beats 
Ante obitum nemo, ſupremaq; funera debet. 


No Man can be named happy whilſt in 
this valley of Tears. But upon the en- 
trance into Heaven, all thoſe Evils that 
by their number, variety, or weight dif- 
quict and opprels us, are at an end. 
Sin, of all evils the moſt hateful, ſhall 
be aboliſh'd. And all Lemptations that 
ſurround us, and endanger our Inno- 
cence, {hall ceaſe. Here the beſt Men 
lament the weakneſs of the fleſh, and 
ſometimes the violent Afſaults of Spirt- 
tual Enemies. St. Pax! himſ{clf breaks 
forth into a mournful Complaint, O 
wretched man that 1am ! who ſhall deliver 
me 
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me from this body of Death * And when 
harraſsd with the buffetings of Satan, 
renews his moſt |earneſt Addrefles to 
God to be freed from them. Here our 
Purity is not abſolute, we muſt be al- * 
ways cleanſing our ſelves from the re- 
licts of that deep defilement that cleaves 


to our nature. Here our Peace 1s pre- 
ſerv with the Sword IF our hand, by 
a continual Warfare a  _ 


the World. Burt in Heaven no igno- 
rance darkens the Mind, no ons 
rebel againſt the ſanQified WHl, no in- 
herent pollution remains. The Church 
is without fpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing. And all Temptations that war 
againſt the Soul, ſhall then ceaſe, The 
Tempter was caſt out of Heaven, and 


none of his poiſon'd Arrows can reach 

Tar Purified Con pany. CGloriows Li- 
berty I here ardently deſird, but fully 
enjoy'd by the Sons of God above. 


And as Sin, fo all the penal conſe- 
nences of it are quite taken away. 
The preſent Life is an incurable Diſ- 

caſe, and ſometimes attended wyth that 


B4 .. ſharp 


oe 
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ſharp ſenſe that Death is defir'd as a 
Remedy, and accepted as a* Benefit. 
And though the Saints have reviving 
Tordials, yet their joys are -nixt with 
- ſorrows, nay, cauſed by ſorrows. The 
| tears of Repentance are their ſweeteſt 
| Ielreſhmens. Here the /iving ſtones are. 
| Cut and wounded, and made fit by 
Sufferings for a Temple unto God m 
the New Jeruſalem, But as 1n the build- 
ing of Solomon's Temple the noiſe of a 


hammer was not heard, for all the parts 
were fram'd before with that exact de- 


S-- ' = ms weeds Genes nd  . 3 


 \ fign and correſpondence,that they firm- 
combin'd together. They were 
xew'n m another place, and 'nothi 
remain'd but the putting them one up» 
on another in the Temple; and then,” 
[46 Boxed, they - invioabee So 
| God, the wiſe Arckite®, having pre- 
[pard the == here by many corting 
Afithons, places them in' the Eternal 
Biildine, = = no voice of Sorrow 


ongue that® 
complains, 
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complains, or appearance of Grief? 
The Heavenly State. is called Life; as 
only worthy of that title. Therewno 
Infirmity of Body, no Poverty, no 
Diſgrace, no Treachery of Friends, no 
Perſecution of Enemies. There is no 
more Death, nor '\yorrow, ner Cryitg,nop 
ſhall there be any more Pain ; mer 
things are paſt away, (Rev. 21.4.) God: 
will wipe away all tears from the eyes of 
his People. Their Salvation is compleat 
m all degrees. Pure Joy is the Privi- 
ledg of Heaven, unmuxed Sorrows the 
Puniſhment of Hel. - 

& concutrence of all poſitive Excel- 
lencies is BOTTLE. And © 
theſe are to be conſidered with teſpe&t 
to the entire Man. 

1. The Body ſhall be awak'd out of 
its dead {leep, and\quickned into a 
nious, immortal Lite. The Soul and 
Body are the cflential parts of Man 
and though the 1nequality be great in 
their opcrations that reſpect Holineſs, 
yet their concourle 1s necetlary. Good 
Actions. axe delign'd by the Counſet 

and 
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and Reſolution of the Spirit, but per- 
form'd by the Miniſtry of the Fleſh. 
Every Grace expreſles it {elf in viſible 
Attians by the Body, In the ſorrows 
of Repentance it ſupplies Tears, in Fa- 
ſtings its Appetites are reſtrain'd, in 
Thankſgivings the Tongs breaks 
forth into the joyful praifes of God. 
All the victories over ſenſible pleaſure 
and pain are obtain'd by the Soul" in 
conjunction with the Body. Now 'tis 
molt becoming the Divine Goodneſs 
not to deal ſo differently,that the Soul 
ſhould be everlaſtingly happy, and the 
Body loſt in forgetfulneſs 5 the one 
glonified in Heaven, the other remain 
in the Duſt, From their firlt ſetting 
out in the World to the Grave 'they 
ran the ſame Race, and ſhall enjoy the 
ſame Reward. Here the Body is the 
Conſfort.of the Soul in Obedience and 
Sufferings, hereafter in Fruition. When 
the Crown of Purity, or Palmof Mar- 
tyrdom ſhall be given by the great 
Judg in the view of all, they h 


partake in the honour. Of this we - 


have 
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have an earneſt in the Refurre&ion of 
Chriſt in his true Body, who is the 
fruits of theme that fieep, 1 Cor. 15, 
ſhall ckange our wile Bodies, that they may 
be faſhioned like to his gloriows 4c 
cording to the working of his | fog 
whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to 
kimfelf, Phil. 3. 1. 'A ſubſtantial un- 
fading Glory will ſhine in them infi- 
nitely above the periſhing Pride of this 
World, that is but in appearance, hke 
the falſe Colours painted on the Fea- 
thers of a Dove by the refledtion of 
the Light, which preſently vamſh,when 
it changeth its poſture, or the Light is 
withdrawn. Indeed whatcan be more 
glorious than to be conform'd tor the 
Humanity of Chriſt, the Seat of all 
Beauty and Perfe&tion. This Confor- 
mity ſhall be the Work of his own 
Hands. And when Ommpotence mn- 
terpoſes, nothing 18 difficult. Therai- 
ſing the Body to an unchangeable ſtate 
of Glory, is as cafie to the Divine 
Power, as the forming it at the firlt in 
the Womb. As the Sun hbours no 
MOTe 
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more in the Mines in'the forming Gold 
and Silver, the moſt precious and db- 
rable Metals, than in the production © 
a poor ſhort-liv'd Flower. 

I I. The Soul ſhall be made perfe&- 
in all its Faculties. 

1. The Underſtanding ſhall clearly 
fee the moſt excellent Objetts. Now 
we know but in part, 1 Cor. 13. The 
naked beauty of Divine Things is 
vail'd, and of impoſhible diſcovery. 
And the weakneſs of the Mind is not 
proportionable to their dazling bright- 
neſs. * But when that which 1s perfect 
is come, then that which is in part ſhall 
be done away. In that cnlightned ſtare, 
the glorious manifeſtation of the Ob- 
feats ſhall as much exceed the clearcſt | 
revealng of them here, as the Sun in. 
ts full Tuſtre; one beam of Tight ſtrain'd _ 
through a crevice in the Wall. And 
the Underſtanding ſhall be prepar'd to 
take a full view of them. - Therefore 
the Apoſtle compares the ſeveral Peri- 
ods of the Church, in reſpett of the de- 


grees of Knowledg, tothe ſeveral Ages 
of 


pl 
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ld! of this Life. When I. was & Child, I 


la- 


bake as a Child, I underſtood as a Child, 
thought as a Child : but when I became 


a Man, I put away childiſh things. - 1n 


Children the Organs, either from an 


TJ excels of moiſture, or their faialneſs, 


are indiſpoſed for the vigorous exer- 
ciſe: of the Mind : ſome ſtrictares of 
Reaſon appear, a preſaging hs ar 
will be, but mixt with much ty. 
But when the Organsare come totheir 
juſt proportion and temperament, the 
Soul diſplays io! m___ and —_— 
All thi a ſupernatural 
{hall then be clartyliGoreraVhe CON- 
trivance of our Salvation, the ways of 
conducting us to Blefledneſs, whichare 
Objects of a ſublime nature,wiltafford 
an \exquifite pleaſure ro- the Unders 
ſtanding. All the. ſecrets of our-Rie» 
10N ſhall be unſealed.” The gredt 
Myſtery of Godlinef, the Incarnation 
of theEternal Son, and his according 
Juſtice with Mercy, ſhall then«'be ap- 
The Divine Cotmfels wn go- 
verning'the World, are.now only =-6 
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ſible in their wonderful cfteds, cthe 
of Mercy or Juſtice, and thoſe moſt 
dreadful z but the Reaſons of them are 
paſt finding out. But what our Savi- 
our faid to Peter, What I do thou knows 
eft not now, but ſhalt know hereafter, is 
applicable to theſe impenetrable di- 
ſpenſations. All the original Foun- 
tams of Wiſdom, as clear as dcep, ſhall 
then be opened. We {hall then ſee 
the beauty of Providence in diſpoſing 
temporal things in order to our eternal 
feheny. We now ſce as it were the 
none Fark and Knots of that curious 
Eos: tertendc whole Work 
{ball be unfolded, the fweetnels of the 
Coloursand proportion of rhe Figure: 
appear. There we ſhall be able to 
expound the perplexing Riddle, How 
out of the Eater came Meat, and out of 
the Strong came Sweetneſs, For we ſhall 
know as we are known, 

We foall fee God; Our Saviour tells 
as, This as Life Eternal, to know thee 
the only tree God, and Feſws Crift whom 


thon haſt ſent. The beginningand per- 
fetion 
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ſection of our Happineſs corfiſts in 
this knowledg, The Deity is fpari 
and inviſible to the Eye of the Body, 


infinite and incomprehenſible to the 
Soul. But we ſhall then ſo clearly un- 
derſtand the Divine PerfeFions, that 
our preſent knowledg compard to 
that, is but as the ſeeing a dark reſem- 
blance in a Glaſs, to the clear view of 
a Perſon in the native beauty of his 
Face. God is moſt glorioufly prefent 
in Heaven. For according to the de- 
grees of excellence in the Work, ſuch 
are the impreſſions and diſcoveries of 
the Vertues of the Cauſe. Now all 
ſenfible things in the low order of 
Navure, are but weak refultances from 
his Perfections, in compariſon of thetr 
illaſtrious Effe&ts m the Drvime World. 
The Glories of the Place, and of 'the 
Inhabitants, the Angels and Saints, 
clearly expreſs his Majeſty, Goodneſs 
and Power. But ih a tranſcendent 
mannerhe exhibits himſelf in the glori- 
fied Mediator. He is'ſtited the Bright- 
neſt of his Father's Glory, andthe ex- 
pref 


16 
preſs Image of his Perſon ; notonly fo 
his equal. Perfections in, reſpect of t 
unity of 'their Nature, but to ſignifie 
that God in the Perſon of the mncar- 
nate Mediator is ſofully repreſented'to 
us, that by the ſight of him we. ſce 
God himſelf in his unchangeable Ex- 
cellencies. This appears by the fol- 
lowing words, that having purged 
rom our (ins, he ' fate down on the right 
hand of the Majeſty on ligh;, for they 
reſpect the Son.of God as united tothe 
humane Nature, 1n which he perform'd 
the Office of the Prieſthood; and rook 

fleſhon of his glorious Kingdom. 
Dans his humble ſtate; the Divine 
Vertues, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holinels, 
Power, , were ſo vilible in his Perſon, 
Life, Revelations, and miraculous 
Works, that when Philip ſo long'd for 
the ſight of the Father as the only con- 
ſummate Bleſledneſs, Shew a5 the Father. 
and it ſuffices He told him; He that 
has: ſeem me, has ſeen the Father alſo. 
But how. brightly do they appear in 
his truamphant Exaltation. "T'was his 
Prayer 
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Prayer on Earth ; . Father, T will that 
they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be 
with me where I am, that they may behold 
my Glory. Tneſtimable Felicity ! Whe- 
ther we conſider him in the reſpett of 
an Objett, that incom ly tran- 
ſcends all the created Glory of Hea- 
ven, or in the relation of our Head, 
on a double account ; partly becauſe 
he was debaſed into the form of a Ser- 
vant, and ſuffered all Indignities and 
Crnelties of Sinners for us, has received 
the Recompence of his Meritorions 
Sufferings, the triumph of his Vidtory, 
being glorified with the Father with the 
Glory he had before the World was ;, and 
partly becauſe every Member ſhall be 
conformed to him in his Glory ; We 
ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee hins as 
he is. And all Felicity and Glory is 
compriz'd in that Promiſe. The fight 
of the Face of Moſes when radiant, 
had no transforming efficacy ; for the 
light of it was not 1n him as its ſource, 
but by derivation. But God is Light ef 
ſentially,and the ogpee of his r—_ 
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will be productive of his Likexzef in 
us, ſo far as it may be 1n a reſtrained 
Subject, When our Saviour was upon 
the holy Mount,and one vaniſhing Beam 
of Glory appear'dn his Transfigaration, 
Peter was (o tranſported at the fight, 
that he forgot the World and himſelf. 
How raviſhing then will the fight of 
him - be in his triumphant Majeſty, 
when we {hall be tra our 
(elves ? 

2. As we ſhall behold God's Face, 
know his moſt amiable Excellencies ; 
ſo they ſhall love him as perfettly: as 
they know him. To the illuſtrations 
of the Mind, there are correſporident 

—mmpreſiions on the Heart. In the pre- 
ſent ſtate our Love is imperfeCt, and as 
Fire out of its ſphere, dics away, by 
our neglect to feed it with proper ma- 
terials, enamouring conſiderations of 
God. But 'tis not ſo in Heaven: there 
the Divine Sun attradts every Eye 
with the light of its Beauty, and in- 
Hames every Heart with the heat of his 
Love. The continual Preſence of God 

IS 
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is in different reſpects the Cauſe and 
Effet of qur Love to him. For-there 
is no more powerful Attractive toloye 
him, thanto ſee him 3 And Love keeps 
the Thoughts undivided | from /thitn. 
God is Love, and will kindle in/us a 
pure Aﬀection that Eternity ſhall ne 
ver leſken, 


ſhall vm er TT nd 
Love, that God who'is infinitely 

py in himſelf, ſhould make Mam 
ſuch a Glory, . and fuch a Glory for 
Man. - And that when for his Rebelli- 
on he wasjuſtly expell'd from Paradiſe, 
and under a ſerttence of Eternal Death, 
God ſhould pleaſe to reſtore him to his 
Favour, and to give him a better ſtate 
than was forte We ſhall thenun- 
derſtand our infinite Obligations to 
the Son of God, who deſcended from 
the Heaven of Heavens GE 

2 
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and which is more, from. the Majeſty 


wherein he there reign'd,» from the 
Glory wherem' he' was viltble to the 
Angelical Minds,: and became Man'for 
Men, - Redemption for the Loſt, to 
purchaſe. Immortal -Lite::for-thoſe who 
were dead to that bleſſed Life. In ſhorr, 
then God will expreſs his Love tous in 
the higheſt degrees that a finite Crea- 
ture 15 capable to recerverfrom' Love it 
41f, and we ſhall love hint with all the 
ſtrength of our glorified Powers. - 

3. Compleat ſatisfaction. lows from 
union with God by Knowledg: and 
Love. Jn his Preſence is fulnefs of Joy, 
at his Right-band are Pleaſures for ever. 
The Cauſes :and Excellencies of the 
Heavenly Lite are in thoſe words ex- 
.preſt. The Cauſes are the influxive 
Preſence of God. the revelation of his 
attractive Pertections, the | beholding 
his Face, the declaration of his peculi- 
ar Favour. This our blefled Lord him- 
ſelf had a reſpect to, as the compleat 
Reward of his Sufferings :  Thow ſhalt 
make me full of Foy with thy ——_— 

An 
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And his Right-hand, his Bounty, that 
diſpenſes, and Power that ſecures that 
Felicity. The Excellencies of this State 
are fulneſs of Joy, and that without di- 
mination, or end; | 
When the Soul opens ts eyes to the 
clear diſcoveries of the firſt Trath, and 
its breaſt to the dear and intimate im- 
braces of the Supream Good, beyond 
which nothing _ to be wore; 
nothing to be enjoy d, what a deluge 
of the pun Pleaſures will overflow 
it 2 We cannot aſcend m our thoughts 
ſo high, as to conceive the exceſs of 
Joy that attends thoſe' operations 'of 
the glorified Soul upon its proper Ob- 
ject, But ſomething ' we may conje- 
Cture. | | 
(1.) Thoſe who are poſleſt with a 
noble Paſſion for Knowledg, how do 
they deſpiſe all lower Pleaſures in com- 
pariſon of it > How do they forget 
themſelves, negle& the Body, and re- 
tire into the Mind, the higheſt part of 
Man, and neareſt to God ? ' The bare 
6 C'3 ap- 
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apprehenſion of fach things that by 
their internal nature have no attractive 
influence upon the Atfections, is plea- 
fant to the Underſtanding As the 
appearance of Light, though not at- 
tended with any other viſible Beauties, 
refreſhes the Eye after long darknels : 
ſo the clear diſcovery of Truths, how 
abſtra&t ſo-ever, that were before un- 
known, 1s grateful to the intellective 
Faculty. Thus ſome have been ſtrange- 
ly tranſported with the pleaſures of a 
Mathematical Demonſtration, when the 
Evidence, not the Importance of the 
Thing was fo raviſhing : for what is 
more dry and barren of delight than 
the ſpeculation of Figures and Num- 
bers 2 Solon when near his end, and 
ſome of his Friends that viſited him 
were ſpeaking ſoftly of a Point of Phi- 
loſophy, by a ſound of Wildom was 
awaken'd from the fleep of Death 
that was juſt ſezzing on him, and o- 
pening his Eyes, and raifing his Head 
$0 give attention 5 being ask'd the 

reaſon 
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reaſon of it 2? Anfwer- 
ed, That when * [ un- * Vs cnn oftud 


« 4d c 4a- 9” 
derſtand what you are tþ urs. [4 


diſcourling of, Imay die. meriar, Val. Mas, 
Such was his delight m 
Knowledg, that a httle of it made his 
Agony ifenſtble. But here are many 
Imperfections that leſlen this mtcllectu- 
al Pleaftre, which ſhall ceate mn Hea- 
ven. Here the acquifition of Know- 
ledg is often wh the expence of 
Health : the flower of the Spirits, ne- 
ceflary for Natural Operations, is wa- 
ſted by intenſe thoughts. How often 
are the Learned ſickly > As the Flint 
when tis ſtruck, grves not a ſpark 
without confaming 1t felf 3 So Know- 
ledg is obtain'd by Studies that waſte 
our faint ſenfitive Faculties. But then 
our Knowledg ſhall be a free emanation 
from the Spring of Truth, without our 
labour and pans. Here we learn by 
circuit, and difcem by comparing 
things 3 our Ignorance is diſpell'd by a 
gradual fn on of Light : Bur then 
Univerſal Knowledg ſhall be infuſed in 
| C 4 a 
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a moment. Here after all our labour 
and toyl, how little Knowledg do we 
gain ? Every Queſtion is a Labyrinth, 
out of which the nimbleſt and moſt 
ſcarching Minds cannot extricate them- 
ſelves. How many "{pecious Errors 
impoſe upon our Underſtandings? We 
look on things by falſe Lights, . cr” 


decerving Spectacles : But then our 
Knowl R all be certain and com- 


pleat. There is no forbidden Tree in 
the Celeſtial Paradiſe, as no inordinate 


Aﬀe&tion. But ſuppoſe that all things 
in the compaſs of tle World were 
known, yet ſtill there would be empti- 
neſs and anguiſh in the Mind : for the 
moſt comprehenſive. knowleds of 
things that are inſufficient to make us 
happy, cannot afford true Satisfaction. 
But then we ſhall ſee God in all his Ex- 
cellencies,the ſupream Object and End, 
the only Felicity of the Soul. bs 
will the ſight of his Glory perſo 

ſhining in our Redeemer, in the firſt 
moqnent quench our extream thirſt,and 
fill us with joy and admiration? 'Tis 


not 
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not as the naked conception. of Trea- 
ſures, that only makes rich in ideas, 
but that Divine fight gives a real Inte- 
reſt in him. The ks are (Oo raviſh'd 
with the Beauties and Wonders of his 
Face, that they never divert a moment 
from the contemplation of it. 

2. The pure Love of the Saints to 
God is then fully fatished. Love con- 
ſidered as an affection of Friend(hip, is 
always attended with two deſires to 
be a(tured of Reciprocal Love, and to 
enjoy the Converſation of the Perfon 


beloved, the __— of his eſteem 


and good-will. This kind 
of * Aﬀection ſeems to be * Ariſtor. 
inconliſtent with that wh- 
nite diſtance that is between God: and 
the Creature. , But though tis diſpro- 
portionable to the Divine Majeſty, 'tis 
proportionable to his Goodnels. Ac- 
cordingly our Sayiour Promiles, He 
that loves we, ſhall be loved of my Fa- 
ther, and 1 will love kim, and will ma- 
nifeſt my ſelf wnto kim. And to confirm 
our belief of this aſtoniſhing Conde-- 
ſcention, 
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ſcention, repeats it, 1f « Man love me, 
my Father will love him, and we will 
come to him, and make onr abode with 
hine. In the preſent ftate, the ſigns of 
God's ſpecial favour are exhibited to 
his Fnends. Now he beftows on then 
the Honour of being his Sons, the 
Graces and Comforts of his Spirit, the 
precious Earneſts of his Love, and Seal 
of their Redemption. But in eminency 
of degrees, the effefts of his Love are 
incomparably more glorious in Hea- 
ven. Here the Saints are Adopted, 
there Crown'd. There he opens all 
the bright Treaſures of his Wiſdom, 
the Riches of his Goodneſs, the Beau- 
ties of his Holineſs, the Glones of his 
Power, and by the intimate applicati- _ 
on of his Preſence, makes his Love 
molt (enfible to them. O the mutual 
delights berween God and glorified 
Souls ! God looks on them with an en- 
xd Eye, as his own by many dear 
Titles, and is well-pleaſed in his own 
Goodneſs to them, and raviſh'd with 
the reflex of his own Exccllencies ſhin- 
ng 


Divine Love) /o thers God rejoyees aver 
thew. And what a bleſſed Reft dothey 
find in the framon of thew 
Beloved ? All thew dchres quietly ex- | 
pire m his Boſom. What Tn | 
Joy follow 2 Can we frame a' fuller 
Conception of Happmeſfs, than: wo be 

perfettly loved. by infimte Goodneks, 
_ perke&ly to love ham 2 

3. The ſupreme Joy of the Saints is 
for the Felicwy and Glory of God 
himſelf. For as the Holy Soul feels no 
more powerful motrve to love God, 
than becauſe bels moſt worthy of Ka 
he is God, a Beng of infinite Excel- 
lenciesand therefore to be loved above 
the deareſt Perſons and Thangs, even 
it elf ; fo the hi Joy ut partake of 
> Gras chis cont eration, Fhat God ws 
inhrately blefled and glorious. For i 
this the of woo dehire of Love is ac- 
eompliſh'd, that the moſt beloved Ob- 
jet ws perfedtly honourd and 
In Heaven the Love of —— 
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God is m its higheſt Perfe&tion ; ane 
they ſee his Glory in the moſt perfe&# 
manner, which cauſes a tranſcendent 
Joy to them. And this is one reafort 
why the Saints, though ſhining with 
unequal degrees of Glory, are equally 
content. For their moſt ardent' Love 
being ſet on God, that he is pleasd to 
glonfic himſelf by ſuch various com- 
munications of his Goodneſs, is full 
ſatisfaction to their deſires. Beſides, in 

thoſe different degrees 
bis eres Of Glory, every one 

is ſo content with his 


alto minus, wt hic 
roger donwn ba- Own, * that there 1s no 


prog = 2% poſlibledefireof being 
but what he is. 
4. The full joy of Heaven ſhall con- 
tinue without diminution, or end. 
Firſt, The number of Poſlefſors can- 
not leſſen it. The Divine Preſence is 
an unwaſtcd Spring of Pleaſure equal- 
ly full and open to all, and abundantly 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the immenſity of 
their deſires. Envy reigns in this World, 
becauſe carthly rings are ſo imperfect 
in 


—___A\ tc. 
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n their Nature, and fo peculiar in their 
Poſletiion, that they cannot” ſuffice, 
nor be enjoyed by all. But it 'Hea- 


ven none 15 touch'd with that low baſe 


th © paſſion : for God containsall that is pre- 
ly {© cious& defirable in the higheſt —_— 
'& © of Perfection, and all partake of the 


o © influence of his Univerſal Goodneſs 
- & without intercepting one another.” In 
1 & the Kingdom above there is no cauſe 


+ © for the Elder Brother to repine at the 


s | Father's Bounty to'the Younger, 'nor 
> © for the Younger to ſupplant the Elder, 
; | to obtain the Birth-right. The Heirs 
; | of God are all raisd to Sovereign 
Glory. Every one enjoys: him- as en- 
tirely and fully, as if ſolely his tclicity. 
God is a Good as indiviſible as inftmte, 
and not diminiſh'd by the moſt hberal 
communications of Himſelf. We may 
illuſtrate this by comparing the Price 
of our-Redemption, and the Reward. 
The Death of Chriſt is an univerſal be- 
nehit to altrhe Saifits IS 10 appli- 
ed to every Believer for his perfeE 
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his Agonies and Sufferings had ng 


other 1n bis Eye and Heart 5 asf af 

| his Prayers, his Tears, his Blood were 

 offterd up to his Father only for that 

| Perſon. The common relpett of t 

| the Apoſtle declares in tho admirable 

\ wards, that ſignifie fach an exce& of 

| God's Love to us, He that ſpared: wot 

| | bis own $0n, but deliver d him wp for w 

j all, how ſhall ke not with him alſo freely 

h | give us all things e Bat 

þ *Et row ſe de- tO magine that * the 

| [ + ks ropricty of every Be- 

| | bec guacamid paſſin hever is thereby pre- 

| | I // oa judiced, 15 not only 

[ Age - a; alle, but extreamly in- 

| verſ fic Sew; Junous to the: Merit 

A Tees and Dignity, -and to 

waiverſs, quod ro- the 1 ite Love of 

| nanny rr Lhrilt. Therefore the 

verſo, Salvian, ſame Apoſtle tells us, 

| The Life which 4 now 

live in the fleſ, I live by the Faith of 

| the Son of Ged ;, who loved me, and 

| gave himſelf for me : as if he were the 

ſole Object of Chriſt's Love, _— 
a 
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and Reward of his Sufferings. \ And 
this appropriating, of it to himſelf, is 
no prejudice to the rights of all others. 


St. John: deſcribes humiclf by that truly 
glorious Title, The Diſciple whom Jeſus 
loved, Could he. ſpeak this of -hunſelf 
without the injury and indignation of 
the other Diſciples 2 Certainly he 
might. For if we conſider that incom- 
prehenſible Love of Chriſt, expreſt to 
them all at his laſt Supper, after Judas 
wasgone forth ; As the Father bath lo- 
wed me, ſo have I loved you. We may 
ealily underſtand, that eyery one of 
them might juſtly believe that he was 
ſingularly beloved of Chriſt. They 
were all received in the Heart, though 
(with Joh» ) they did not all lean on 
the Breaſt of their Di- - ,, 0, 
vine Maſter. Thusin rude lens, now 5n- 
Heaven God is the U- 77 /eparimuiarim 
niverſal Treaſure of all ES 
the Saints, and the pe- ona ga ſenar& 
culiar Portion of every © & "ae, Freq 
one. * As by his Ef: Aupul,intpitad 
ſence be equally fills ** * 
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the whole World, and every part of 


it 3 and by. his Providence equally re- 


=_ all and ey icular Creature 
01n Heaven he dh penſes the Riches of 


his Love to all, that they cannot defire 
more, if every one of them were (if 
I may fo expreſs it ) the only begotten 
of the only pootien himſelf, theſole Heir 
of all the Merits of his Son. Every 
Saint may with the inflamed Spouſe 
break forth in that Triumph of Love 3 
My Beloved is mine, and I am his. Nay, 
the great number of the glorifi'd Saints 
is ſo far from leſſening their Joy, that it 
und} ly encreales it. mnmume- 
rable Company of Angels, and the General 
Aſſembly of the _—_— the Firſt- 
born, next to the happineſs of enjoying 
God, are a chief part of Heaven. An 
unfeigned ardent Aﬀection unites that 
pure Socicty. - Our Love is now kind- 
led either from a relation in Nature, or 
ſome viſible Excellencics that render a 
Perſon worthy of our choice and 
friendſhip : butim Heaven the Reaſons 
are greater, and the degrees of Love 
incom- 
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y more fervent. © All Car- 
| nal a ym em and Ref; ceaſe oe 
4 Supernatural State. e Apoſtle tells 
os, 1f 1 have known Chriſt after the ſlaſh 
I know him fo 0 more. B the Reſur- 
teion and Aſcenſion of C he was 
tranſported into another World , and 
had communion With hint 'as af Hews 
venly King; without low regards to + 
temporal priviledge of converſii 
hint on Earth. Spiritual —_ 
is more near and permanent thin the 
ſtricteſt band of Nature. The Saints 
j have all relation to the fanie Heavenly 
Father; and ro Feſa# Chrift the "_=_ 
of Peace, -and'F dofthat hap 
ternity. The principal motive 0 os 
here; 1s for the inherit Excellencies of 
a Petfon,. Wiſdom, Goodneſs; HolineE, 
are mighty Artractives,- aid produce 'd 
more worthy Aﬀection; a more intimate 
Coritcderacy- of-Souls; thar propinquis 
ty in Nature. Durfd dechres that ill 
his delight was in the Excellent. Brat there 
are allay3'of this Noble Love here. For, 
I, are reliques of Frailty-in 
the 


” 
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the beſt Men on Earth, ſome Blemiſhes 
that render them leſs amiable when dif+ 
covered, Here thew Graces are mixt 


Infirmities, and but aſcending to Glo- 
ry. According| NT muſt 


be regular, and. {erene-z riot clouded 
with Error bs ki ae wg, amis 
able qualities, But in Heaven.the Image 
of God is compleat, bythe ynion of all 
the glorious Vertues requilit.to its per» 
tection. Every Saint there-exadtly a+ 
rees with the firſt Exewplar, is trank 
Cad according to the prumwave beays 
ty of Holineſs.. ., No {ſþot 'or mrinkle res 
mains, or any. ſach thing, that may caſt 
thelea(t aſpetot deformny upon them, | * 
.. 2. In the preſent ſtate, the leaſt part| 
of the Saints worth 1s viltble. As the] * 
Earth is fruitful in Plants apd Flowers 
but its Riches are in the Mines of, pre: 
cious Metals, the veins of Marble hid, 
den in its boſom. | Trae, Grace appeay 
w ſ{enlible Achons, bat its (Glory ts, 
4x. The lincerity of Aims, the purity 
of Attecions, phe impreſſes of the Spy 
.xit.on the ticart, { he uiteriour Beautic 
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of Holineſs, ary only ſeen by God. Re” 
lides, fuch is the humility of eminent 
Saints, that the more they abound. 
FA i ie when near 
As DS L236 LILY DOGIES FACT in neareſl | 
OnJunets 


an ——_ Tewelng Fe 1N. QRe 

a tiinodne bore wi 
tO 

_ EE 


An equal conſtant Flame 
pure materials, Every one 
amiable, and perfectly rteLryye.s 
all. Now canwe a fuller 

tion of Happiack, thap-ſuch a State of 
Love, wherem whateyer 1s pleaſant, n 
Fricndſhip 384n perfetBonand whatever 
is diſtaſifa) by Mens folly and 
 aboliſh'd.'; The Pfalmiſt breaks out jn 
4 Rapture, Behold how good and pleaſay 
#: FI wg Brethren "ey dwell together in 


$1 
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Love 1s the Beauty and $ 
% Societies, 'the Pleaſure of Ie. 
How excellent is the Joy of the Bleſſed, 
= the (_ of Chriſt ſhall be ac- 
ompliſh'd,” that they all- may be one/ 
rw ng” Father, art in me, T in thee, 
- alſo ey be one in us, God is 
abſolutely One in his' glorious Nature 
and Will, and therefore rinalterably 
happy 3 And qhcir inviolable Urion in 
Love, is a Ray/ of the Eſſential Uniry 
between the facred 'Perfotis. There 
are no Diviſions of Heattand Tongues, 

as in this Babel, but the''mioſt 
and ſweeteſt Concord, ' if 7Eternal 
Agreement in Tempers and Inclinati- 
ons. There are no envious Compart 
fons ; for Love that affeGtively tranſ- 
forms one mro another, - cauſes the Glo- 
ry of every 'Saint to redound to the 
Joy of all. Every one takes his ſhare 
Hr -the Felicity of all, and adds to it. 


"Such is the power of that Celeſtial Fire ' 


wherein they all burn, \ that it melts 
and mixes Souls in ſuchan entire Uni- 
"on, that by Complacence and an. inti- 
*G mate 
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mate Jay, the Blefſedneſs of all is asit 
were, proper 49 every one as if eve- 
ry ——_— placd in the Hearts of all, 
and all in the Heart of everyone... If 
in the Church of the firſt-barn Chriſti- 
ans, in So ently Jon. the Band 
.of Charity was it, that "tis aid, 
the, Maltitude bf Believers were of one 
Heart, an one Soul ; How. much more 
intimateand inſeparable is the Union of 
the Saintsin Jerw/alewe above, where eve- 
ry one loves another as himſelf > 

Tis —_— mar that en- 
tring with Hepheftion his Favourite, 
_ the Saae4 of : Darizs's Mo- 
ther, then his —_— ſhe bowed to 
the Favourite, as having a, ap- 

of - Majeſty, _ thinking him 
(Ennis eE 
' | Error, ſhe humbly begg'd his Pardon, 
; to wham the RIS  F. 
| Kin » my Ou did not er; now bo te 
err, for this 15 alſo,  *_de ef-Cart.l.z, 
Alexander, Such was their Aﬀetion,that 
whoever wastakenofthem.the other was 
taken inhim 3 'the- leſs aſcending in the 
D 3 greater, 
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ter, without degrading the 
Loren This ws the holy 
Love of the Bleſſed 3 but-with / the 
-fame diffexetice, as between the De- 
ſeription of a Star with a Coal, and its 
'Beauty- in its proper Aſpect, And 
-Where all s Love, all is Delight. O 


Happineſs of ore another > With what 
an unimaginable tenderneſs do they 


their | raviſhing Corverfation, ' anc 
cBvect Eritercourſe ! for their Preſence 
together it Heaven is not a ſilent Show 
In the Transfiguration, Moſe-and Eli 
talkt with Chnft. With what excellent 
Diſcourſes do they entertain one ane 
' ther? (If David felt fach inward plea 
fare from the fence of God's favou 
that he.could not reſtrain-the exprefi 
-onof 't,: but ifrvites the Saints, Come 
and hear, all ye that fear the Lord, -a 
I will tell-zox what be has done-for 
Soul, |. Certainly in Heaven, - the Bleflet 
with overflowing Afﬀettions 'recour 


- 
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the Divine Benefits, the admirable Me: 
thods, whereby the Life of Grace was 
begun, reſery'd and carried on m the 
mi Temprations ; the continual 
Succeſſion of Mercics in the time of 
their Hopes, and the Confummation of 
- in the time of their Enjoyment. 

Tan Goin do' they concur jn their 

to God for the good- 

neſs'of too, in making them rea- 

fonable orcay © capable to know, 
love and enjoy Him, when they m 

have been of the loweſt &r 

im the = Sphere of Beings ; for 


= s compaſhonae Care and Provideny 
1m this World. | But efpeci 
ally ly his Sovereign Merey in lecing 


the o be Veſlels of honour kr for his 

po 'cfal Grace, in reſcuin weerodotyd 

the cruel and ignominious bonda 

Sin; for his moſt free Love, "har a 

fied them from all theiy-Gratr by” bs 

Death of his only Son,” an of 

them with himſelf. 

weary in this deligh ee bur 

continually bleſs him for his Mercy 
D ; 4 that 
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that endures forever. We may judge 
by the Saints here, when they are ina 
fit diſpaſitionto praiſe God, what Fer- 
yours they feel in their united Praiſes 
of him in Heaven. The Pfalmiſt in 


an. Extaſy calls to all the parts of the. 


World to joyn with him; The Loyd 
reigns, let the Heauens rejoyce, and the 
Earth be glad ;, let the Sea roar, let the 
Fields be joyful, and all that dwell there- 
in. He defires that Nature ſhould be 


elevatedabove it (elf, that the dead parts 
/ be inſpird with life, the inſcnſible feel 
motions of joy, and that want a 


| voice, break torth in praiſes, to adorn 
| the Divine Trumph. -With what Life 
\. and Alacrity will the Saints in their 
bleſſed Communion celebrate -the Ob- 
jc& of thar Love and Praiſes > The 
Seraphixrs about the Throne cry/d to one 
another, to expreſs their Zeal and Joy, 
jn celebrating his Eternal Purity and 
Sos panned -L-bs this 
Oh the u Pleaſure © 

Concert ! when every Soul Ju 


————— G*TOEII—— 


go, an communi Pr 40 he 
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is wo at foe 


" —no = ' cw ll as at a 


ed tes 
a 


ack of Joy in Feanen 
ways £q And thoſe are the. Beati- 
fick Objett reveal, and the uninter- 


ru emplation of it, 
OY we are here below, the Sun 


of Righteouſnals, as to our 
Td Gee, hay Keendicen ants 


refreſhing Lig From there are 
alternate fi ns of Spiritual Com- 
forts and Sorrows, of Doubts and filial 
Confidence in |the Saints. "Tis a rare 
favour of Heaven, whenan bumble Be- 


lever 


. — — —— 
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lever in his whole courſe is fo circum- 
as nat to'provoke God to —_ 


ſtian (as thoſe tutelar Angels ſpoken of 
in the Golpel ) always the face 
of his' y Father, and conyerſts 
with him with an holy Liberry. And 
what a torment the hiding of God's face 
is to a deſerted Soul, only they know 
who feel it; External troubles are ma- 
ny times attended with more Conſola- 
tions to the Spirit, than AMlictions to 
Senſe; but to love God with a tran- 
ſcerndemt Aﬀettion, and tofear he is our 
Enemy, no puniſhment excceds, or is 

to it. As his Loving-kindneſs in 
their eſteem is better than Life, ſq his 
Difpleaſtre” is worſe than Death. How 
do they wreſtle with God by Prayers 
and Tears, and offer as it were, a holy 
Violence to the King of Heaven, to re- 
cover their firſt ſerenity of Mind, the 
Joſt Peace of Heart? How paſſionately 
do they cry out, with Job, 1n the Book 
of his Patience, (Job 29. 2, 3, 4.) 0 
that ] were as in months paſt, as way 
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dren not that he does nor fee their 
Neceflirics, and hear ther Prayers, or 
is (o hard that till-qheir Extremnaties he 
is nat moved with Compatſzon, but for 
I Rs 

not return #0 any pre- 
"ng: —x orfeited theirPeaces 
or if they have been careful to 


him, yet he may, deprive then of Spt- 
Cate: for a time, to keep them 
tumble, and that with an obedient re- 
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al enjoy his beam ſmiles. A con» 
ons WY er Hea- 
ven and all its bleſſed Inhabitants. 
And their Contemplation of God is 
fixed. If the ObjeR, though extraor- 
dinary were tranſient, or the 
_ | cog te CE it 
Out grnen, t 
would nocbe - x yorY 
is uU 
Be the brightneb of God's Fare, and 
by the attentive a CA Object. al- 
ways converſes with that bleſſed 
ſo that the 'Joy of Heaven is —_ 
termitted for a moment. They always 
DS and rejoyce, and - praiſe 
Tis poſſible a carnal Suſpition ma 
ariſe in ſome, as Che wt pans . 
tual Viſion of the fame G mig 
loſe its 
hoſe whoſeek for happineS in the va- 
nity of the Creatures, are always deſt- 
rous of Change, and haye their Judg- 
ments {© corrupted, that while they 
—_—_— with a fecret deſire after an 
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hanged. | | 
Bur @ comet the $rob Exrvtiy of 
Fa us a enquire into the 

Caulis of of Diſkatisfattion, that'make the 
conſtant fruition of the fGutit thing here 
to be tedious. | 

1. Senſible things are of fach alimi- 
ted -G that not- ariy of them 
can ſupply all our. preſent wants, 6 
that 'tis neceſkary toi leave one for ano- 
ther. And the moſt of them'ar&Re- 


jets, '4 
ji ar Our at The 
Par eannot attend to deli Sounds, 
att! the Eye beimtent'on, atiful. Co- 
louts at the fame time : the Satwfati- 
or of one Senſe! defeats another of en- 


its therefore the 
joying its proper good 3 ws 


but the Heart is diſtemperd from as 
many Cauſes, as there arc deſires uNnac-- 
liſh'd. Add funther, all whivgs 


I 
*Pjta mas tads- 
wn feme!, - fromer ' 
mor y my wmn 


hind bomim 17917 0- 
ſum & 1m wperabile, 1g 1 
whs neceſſe eff con- 

t ir volun- 
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mpeg roy his Preſence all 'the 1 
Soul are 

drawn outintheirmolt 
pleaſantexcrciſcand always enjoy wo F 
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t, entire happineſs, The Fruigion'of him 
' cxceps cur wall nifed as much 
he is more glorious an _ 
pit e mere gle 
a will be 09 neinpemgmantly wo 
6 we tar ark or think. of 


Y | of qur thoughts, Deck eres de 
in 0 | ves arc imperiot} Meaſures of his Per- 
Ne | Fections. And a3 he s a Pare Goodin 
| Himſelf, fo he. is prevalent over 'all 
As | Evil. + Tis evidene therefove, that mo- 
| thing canallay the Joys of Saints when 
| they, are in God's p telence. - 


_ F ar Men relith only what is xminent, 
ol | andthe good thi apes 1 
a tmaly- mean, : 4hdt they: ave fan v0 
ing Pa a\hew of GetetrG by camp 


= _ infinite Good: Geeuices To 


compleat , 
_ it yearby wot; its RY on per- 


fection, that wants no Foil tocommend 

it. The Phalmiſt breaks forth, Who 

eng Rage but /Thee 2 Thisiri6 
'Raprare, but a conſtant j 
hevotrof AﬀeRtion, [God thecthen 


= of 'the Saints, is always 
lovely - and delightful! bo 


-N The alorified Saints ifi every pit 


... riod of their happy ſtate, have as lrvely 


a perception of it ' as 1-the beginning; 
To am this —_— maſt confidet 
that pleaſure of Novelty- 
froma quick {enſe of the opyiolt prin 
between our condition/in the want of 
ſome defired Good, and after our ob+ 
taining it. Now the Mind is moete*in- 
tenſe on the advantage, and more ſtrong 
ly affefted at firſt, One newly freed 
the/torments of a' Diſeaſe, 
feelsa greater pleaſure than from a eon- 
tant tenour of Heakly Thoſe who/are 


raisd 
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ra'd from a low State to eminent Digs 


nity , are tranſported with their 
Change 3 but in traft of time the re- 
membrance & their mean condition is 
ſo weakned and ſpent, that 'tis like the 
ſhadow of a Dream, and proportion- 
ably their Joy is leſſened. Honours; 
like Perfumes, by cuſtom are leſs ſenſt- 
ble to thoſe >. carry them. Burt the 
Saints above always conſider and fcel 
the excellent difference between their 
ſuffering and triumphant ſtate. T 
never loſe that raviſhing part of Felt- 


city, the Yivid ſence of paſt. exils, Their 
ections are a ways as {trong on the 
Miſery from whence they were raisd 
to the pitch of Happinels, .as in ther 
firſt f rvath Tracilition. In what 
an Extaſy of wonder and pleaſure will 
they be, from the freſh memory of 
what they were, and the joyful ſence 
of what they are ? - was (faysthe ad- 
miring Soul) poor, 7 naked ; 
but O miraculous = happy Altera- 
tion! IT am 


theTreaſures ofHeavenadorn d withdt- 


vine 
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| vine Glory. I was under the tyrannous 
| power of Satan, but he is bruiſed under 
| my feet, | was ſentenc'd- to. an ever- 
laſting Separation from the Preſence 
of God, my only Life and Joys but 
now am poſleſt of my ſupream Good. 
O how tranſporting 1s the compariſon 
of theſe wide and contrary Extreams ? 
How beautiful and pleaſant is the Day 
of Eternity, after Tuck a dark tem- 
_ _ ? Howdoes the remem- 
nce of tuch Evils produce a more 
lively and feeling fruition of ſuch Hap- 
/pincſs ? How ſtrangely and mightily 
| does Saluation with Eternal Glory affect 
| the Soul? This gives a (pritely accent 
to their everlaſting Halelwjahs. This 
— an atfeConate heat in their 
hankſpivings to their Victorious De- 
hverer. . And thus their Happinels is al- 
ways the fame, and alwaysnew. Their 
\Plcaſure is continued m ts perfection, 
Lafily. The Bleſſedneſs of the Saints 
s without end. This makes Heaven to 
be it (elf ; There ts no ſatiety of the 
-preſent, no ſollicitude for the _ 
| cre 
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Were there a poſhbility, or the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of 1 that happy ſtate, it 
would caſt an aſperſion of | bitternels 
upon all their dehights : they could not 
enjoy one moments repoſe ; but the 
more excellent - their Happineſs is, the 
more ſtinging would their fear be of 
parting with it. But the Inheritance re- 
ſerved in Heaven, is immortal, iindefiled, 
and fades not away. And thi tenure of 
ther Poſſeſſion is infinitely firm by the 
Divine Power, the true Su of 
their everlaſting Duration. With God 
is the Fountain of Life. They enjoy a 
better Immortality, than the Tree of 
Life could have preſerv'd in Adaw. 
The Revolutions of the Heavens, and 
Ages, are under their Feet, and cannot 
inthe leaſt alter or determine their Hap- 
—_ After the paſling of millions of 
ears,ſtill an entire Eternity remains of 
their enjoying God. O moſt deſirable 
ſtate! where Blefſcdneſs and Eternity are 
inſeparably united. Q joyful Harmony! 
when the full Chor#s of Heaven ſhall: 
ſing, This God is our God for ever and 
E 3 ever, 
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ever, This adds an infinite weight 
to their Glory. This redoubles their 
unſpeakable Joys with infinite ſweet- 
neſs and ſecurity. They repoſe them- + 
ſelves in the compleat fruition of their 
Happineſs, God reigns- 1n the Saints, 
and they hve 11 him for ever, 


From what has been diſcourſed we 
ſhould, 

I: Conſider the woful Folly of Men 
m refuſing ſuch an Happineſs, that by 
the.admirable Favour of God is offer'd 
totheir choice. Can there be an Ex- 
pectation , or Deſire, or Capacity in 
Man of enjoying an Happineſs beyond 
what is Intinite and Eterngl? O blind 
and wretched World ! fo careleſs of e- 
verlaſting Felicity. Who can bchold, 
without compaſiion and indignation, 
Men vainly ſeeking for Happineſs where 
'tis not to be found, and after innume- 

rable diſappointments fly to an Impoſ- 
ſibility, and neglect their ſovereign and 
final Bleſſedneſs? Aſtoniſhing Madneſs! 
that God and Heaven ſhould be de- 
ſpiſed 


5 Ra Gn by j wo Y ww 


w * 


w 


his } ww eas 142 3 OD 


© 4 Funeral Sermon. 53 


ſpiſed in compariſon of painted Trifles. 

This adds the greateſt mm to 

their Impiety. What powerful Charm 
obſtrudts their true judging of things ? 
What Spirit of Errour potlefſes them ? 
Alas, Eternal things Ws not- of 
conſpicuous moment, and therefore in 
the carnal Ballance are eſteemed hight, 


againſt temporal things preſent to-the 


Senſe. It does not appear what -we' ſhall 
be : The Vail of the vilible Heavens co- 
vers the Sanctuary,where ]ESU$-our 
High-Prieſt is cntred ,- and ſtops the . 

m—_— Eye. 
ut have wenot aſſurance by themoſt 
infallible Principles of Faith, thatthe Son 
of God came down from Heavento live 
with us, and dy for us, and that he roſe 
again to confirm our Belict in his excee- 
ing great and precious Promiſes | con- 
cerning this happineſs in the Future 
State? And do not the moſt evident 
Principles of Reaſon and-univerſal Ex- 
perience prove, that this World can- 
not afford true Happineſs to us 2. How 
wretthedly do we forfeit the Preroga- 
E 3 tive 
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tive of the reaſonable Nature, by neg- 
I:tting our laſt and bleſſed > If 
the Mind be darkned, that it does not 
ſee the | amiable Excellencies of God, 
and the Will fo depraved that it does 
not feel their raviſhing power; the 
Man ceaſes to be a Man, and becomes 
like the Beaſts that periſh. As a blind 
Eye is no longer an Eye, being abſo- 
hately uſeleſs to that end for which it 
was made. And thoughin this preſent 
ſtate Men are ſtupid and unconcern'd, 


yet hereafter their Miſery will awaken. 


them, to diſcover what is that Supream 
Good wherein their PerteQtion and Fe- 
licity conſiſts. When their folly ſhall 
be expoſed before God, Angels, and 
Saints, in what _ confuſion 
will they appear before that glorious 
and immenſe Theatre? Our Saviour 
told the unbelieving Jews, There ſal 
be weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, when 
Je ſhall ſee Abraham, andTfaac, and Ja» 
cob, and all the Prophets in the King 
God, and you your Po turn'd ont. 


hey ſhall be tortur'd with the _ 
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of Happineſs without poſlible fatis- 
faction. "Tis moſt juſt that thoſe who 
err without excuſe, ſhould repent with- _ 


on. The Wounds he received in his 
Body the CharaGters of Ignominy, and 
Footſteps of Death, are the Fountains 
of our Glory. Eternal Life is the Gift 
of God through Jeſus Chriit our Lord. 
But the Goſpel declares; That without 
Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee God. An ho- 
ly change of our Natures, and perſeve- 
rance inthe Courſe of univerſal Obediz 
ence, ate indiſpenſibly requiſite in or- 
der to our obtaining Heaven. 
who by patient continuance in well-doing, 
ſeek for Glory, _— and Immortali- 
4 ty, 
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ty, ſpall partake of .Eternal Life. Now 
were there no other Reaſon of this 
Conſtitution, but the ſovereign Will 
of God, it were ſufficient. Bur the 
Foundation of it is laid in the nature of 
the Things themſelves. Therefore our 
Saviour does not ſimply declare, that 
an unregenerate Perſon ſhal/ not ſee the 
Kingdom of God, but with the greateſt 
emphaſis cannot, to ſignify an abſolute 
impoſſibility of it. ides the Legal 
Bar that excludes unſandtified Perſons 
from the beatifick viſion of God, there 
1s a moral incapacity. Suppoſe that 
Juſtice ſhould allow Omnipotence to 
tranſlate ſuch a Sinner to Heaven, 
would the Place make him happy ? 
Can two incongruous Natures delight 
in one another > The Happineſs of 
Senſe is by an impreſiion of Pleaſure 
from a ſuitable Object : The Happineſs 
of intelleEtual Beings ariſes from an en- 
tire conformity of diſpoſitions. So that 
unleſs God recede from his Holinels, 
which is abſolutely impoſlible, or Man. 
be purified, and changed into his like- 

——_— 
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nels, there can be no ſweet Communi- 
on between them. Our Saviour aſligns 
this Reaſon of 'the nece 
neration in order to our eTn3 
to Heaven : That which is born 
fleſh, is fleſh 5 and that which is =_ yr 
the Spirit, is ſpirit. According to the 
quality of the Principle, ſuch is what 
proceeds from it. The Fleſh is a cor- 
rupt Principle, and accordingly the 
natural Man is wholly carnal in his 
Propenſions, Operations, and End. 
The Diſeaſe is turn'd into his Conſtitu- 
tion. He isdead to the Spiritual Life, 
tothe Actions and Enjoyments thatare 
proper to it :| Nay, there is in him a 
ſurviving Principle of Enmity to that 
Life : not only a mortal coldneſs to 
God, but a = _— from him, a 
'N | ref1{tance and unpatience of 
on Divine Preſence, that would diſturb 
his voluptuous enjoyments. The Ex- 
erciles of Heavyen would be as the Tor- 
ments of Hell to him, while in the 
midſt of thoſe pure Joys his inward 
inclinations vehemently run into the 
loweſt 
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loweſt Lees of Senſuality. And there- 
fore till this contrariety, ſo deep and 
predominant in an unholy Perſon, be 
removed, 'tis utterly impoſſible he 
ſhould enjoy God with fatisfation. 
Holineſs alone prepares Men for the 
poſſeſſion of Celeſtial Happineſs, that 
15 againſt the corruption, and above 
the jon of meer Nature. 
#s then, having ſuch a Joy ſet be- 
fore us, lay aſide every weight, and the 
Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet #s, and 
run with patience the race that is ſet be- 
fore ws, looking to Feſws, the Author and 
Finiſher of onr Faith, Methinks the 
fight of worldly Men, fo active 
and vigilant to proſecute their low 
Deſigns, ſhonld quicken us to ſeek 
with the greater diligence and alacri 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Rig 
teouſnefs thereof. A carnal Wretch ur- 
ged by the ſting of a brartiſh deſire, 
with what impatience does he purſue the 
Pleaſure of Sin, which is but for a ſea- 
for 2 An Ambitious Perſon, with what 
an intemperate height of Paſſion _ 
e 
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he chaſe a Feather ? A Covetous Man, 


_ _ Sen gp es 


when 1t firſt enters through the beautz- 
ful Gate of Paradiſe, and ſees before 
it that incomprehenſible Glory, and 
hears a Voice from Him that fits u 
the Throne, Emter into thy Maſter's Joy, 
for ever to be| happy with him ? 
ſerious belief of this will draw forth: 
—_— __— in the Service of 
G The feeding by lively thoughts 
on this Gaperhatienl bats will add 
new vigor and luſtre to our Graces, 
and. make our Victory caly over the 
World. If we believe indeed that onr 
Bodies ſhall be ſpiritual, and our Souls 
divine 1n their perfettions, it will make 
us reſolute to fubdue the Rebel Fleſh, 
and reſcue the captiv'd Spirit from all 
In- 
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Intanglements of Iniquity. Hari 
the promiſe of ſuch an excellent Reward, 
let us always abound in the Work of the 
Lord. 
3. The lively hope of this Blefſed- 
neſs is powerful to ſupport us under 
the greateſt Troubles can befal us in this 
our mortal- condition. Here we are 
tolt upon the alternate waves of Time, 
but hereafter we ſhall arrive at the Port; 
the blefied Boſom of our Saviour, and 
enjoy a peaceful calm: and ſo we ſhall 
ever be with the Lord. Words of infi- 
rite ſweetneſs! This is the Song of our 
Proſperity, and Charm of our Adver- 
« ſity: We ſhall ever be with the Lord. 
Well might the Apoſtle add immediate- | 7 
ly after, therefore comfort one another 
with theſe word<s. | 
More particularly, They are a Le- 
nitive to moderate our Sorrows uport 
the departure of our deareſt Friends, 
who die in the Lord : for they aſcend 
from this Valley of Tears, to the hap- 
py Land of the Living. What Father 
1s ſo deſerted of Reaſon, "as to bear 
= \| 
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mpatiently the parting with his Son, 
that goes over a narrow part of the Sea,” 
to a rich and |pleaſant Country, and 


reeeivesthe inveſtiture and_peaceable 
olleſſion of a Kingdom 2 Nay, by 
how much the ſtronger his Love is, (0 
much the more cunbeedry is his Joy : 
eſpecially if he expedts ſhortly to be 
with him, to fee him on the one, 
in the ſtate of a King, and to partake 
of his happineſs. If then it be impoſi- 
ble ed awe to be jm at = feli- 
city of one that 1s loved ; accordingto _ 
 & Principle of wm 
Believers ſo uncomfortably lament the 
Deat niends, of w t ve 
afturarice that after their leaving 'our 
Earth, they enter mmto an everlaſti 
Kingdom, to receive a Crown of Glo- 
ry = Chriſt himſelf? Our Saviour 
tells the Diſciples, If ye loved me, ye 
would rejoyce, {a fe I ſaid I go to my 
Father, to (it down at his right-hand 
in Majeſty. A pure Aﬀection diredtly 
terminates 1n the happineſs and exalta- 


tion of the Perſon that is loved, Iam 
not 
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not ſpeaki inſt the exerciſe of tens 
der {peaking agait the loſs of our dear 
Friends 3 and the penfive feeling c 
God's hand in it 5 which is a natural 
and neceſlary duty. There is a great 
difference betwen Stupidity and Pati- 
ence : but violent Paflion, or unre- 
mitting Sorrow, is moſt un 
the bleed Hope afſurd to us in the 
Goſpel. | 
Chryſoſtom treating of this 
and reflecting upon the cuſtom of thoſe 
Times, wherein at Funeral Solemninies 
a train of Mourning Women attended 
the Corps, tearing their Hair and Face, 
and crying out with all the expreſſions 
of deſperate Sorrow, breaks forth, 
' Ab Chriſtian Faith and Religion ! that 
was triumphant over thine Enemies in ſo 
Battels and Vieories by the Blood 

and Death of the Martyrs, art thou 
contradiffed by the praifice of theſe 
who profeſs thee in words £ Is this not to 
A te the oe, theo f 

» Are theſe the Jr" the 1095 
| of one that believes the bleſſedneſs of Ins- 
| mortal 
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mortal Life * What will the Heathens 


ſay? How will they be induc'd to believe the 


Promiſes of Chriſt to kis Servants of « 
gloriows K ingdom, when thoſe who are ſo | 
in title, behave themfelves as if they bad 
no fiedfait Faith in then £ 
4. The hopes of this bleſſed ſtate, 
1sable to free us from the fear of Death. 
This laſt Enemy gives a hot Alarm to 
Mankind, both as it deprives them of 
all that is pleaſant here, and for the 
terrible conſequences that attend it. 
To the Eye of Senſe, a dead Body is a 
{peacle of fearful. appearance; He 
that a little before heard, and diſcours'd, 
and with a chearful Air conversd and 
enjoy'd the World, now is dead, and all 
his Senſes in him : the Eyesaredeadto 
light,and the Earsto ſounds,the Tongue 
to words,the Heart to feel any affections, 
and the Countenance todiſcover them : 
nothing remains but filence, horrour, 
and corruption.Beſides,after Death comes 
udgment, and a ſtate of unrelenting 
orments to the wicked. But- a truc 
Believer that has been obedient oP 
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Saviour, ſees things by another Light 
than that of ſenſe, and has living hopes 
in his dying Agomes. He knows that 
Death to the Saints is bur a {lcep : and 
while the Body reſts in the Grave, the 
Soul is as it were all Act, continually 
exerciſing its moſt noble facultics on the, 
beſt Obj Does the Soul (leep in 
that alkenlightned World, that ſees 
with open Fa the infinite Beaury of 


God ? that hears and bears a part in 
the Hymns of the Angels and Saintsen+ 
circling his Throne ? that drinks ofthe 


Rivers of Pleaſure that low from his 
Preſence ? that freely and joytfully con- 
verſes with all the Celeſtial Courtiers, 
the Princes of that Kingdom, the Fa- 
vourites of God ? Then it truly lives. 
This reconciles Death to a Chriſtian, 
who has nothing more in his-wiſhes 
than to be with Chriſt, and knows 
that Diſeaſes and Pains, the fore-rur- 
ners of it, are but as breaking down the 
Walls of this earthly dark Priſon, that 
the Soul may __ its flight to the hap- 
py Region, and for ever enjoy the Lis 

berty 
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berty of the Sons of God. And for 
his Body, that ſhall be re-united tothe 
Soul in Glory. Methinks God fj 
= Believer, as he did to Facob, | 
"rl, todeſcend to E, : Fear 
0% & dow hvvide Gra, will go 
down with thee, and I _— thee 


word 
up again. The fame Almighty V 
that gave being to the 


eval theſs wh ſhes in the Za = 
reform them according to the Example 
of Chriſt's glorified Body. O how 
ſhould we long for that triumphant 


day ! and with moſt ardent Aſpirings 
pray, Thy Kingdom come in its full 


power and glory £ 


Shall now come to ſpeak of the 
Mournful Subject, the Cauſe of 
my Appearing here at this time, the 
Deceattl, Reverend and Excellent 
Divine, Dr. Thomas Marton : A Name 
worthy of precious and eternal Me- 


-_ And I ſhall conſider him, both 
in the quality| of his Office, as he was 


an Embaſudr of Chi, decking hi his 


TTY TESTED FITS. 
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Mind, and repreſenting his Authority, 
and in the holineſs. of his Perſon, ſhew+ 
ing forth the Graces and Vertues of 
his Divine Maſter, 

God had furniſh'd him with a rare 
union of thole parts that are requilite 
to form an cxccllent Miniſter of his 
Word. A clcar Judgment, rich Fancy, 
{ſtrong Memory, and happy Elocution 
met in him, and were exccllently im- 
proycd by his diligent ſtudy, 

The Preaching of the Word is the 
principal 'part of the Miniſter's Duty, 


molt cflential to his Calling, and moſt 
nece{lary to the Church. For this end 
chiefly, the ſeverral Orders in the Mi» 
niſterial Othce were inſtituted, ( Epheſ. 
4.) and upon our Saviour's truumphant 
alcent and reception into Heaven, an 
abundant effuſion of the __ in Gra» 


ces and Abilirics deſcended upon Men, 
Now in the performing this Work, he 
was of that con{picuous Eminence, that 
none could detract from him, but from 

Ignorance Or envy. 
He was endowed with extraordinary 
know- 
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knowledg i in the Scriptures, thoſe Holy 
Oracles from whence all Spiritual Light 
is derived : And in his preaching, gave 


ſuch a per{picuous account of the order 
and dependence of Divine Truths ; 


and with that felicity applied the 
yy to confirm them, that every 
Su his management was cultt- 
vated _ improved. His Diſcourſes 


were ſo clear and convincing, that 
none without offering voluntary vio- 
lence to Conſcience, could refiſt their 
Evidence. And from hence they were 
efte&tual not only to inſpire a ſudden 


Flame, and raiſe a ſhort Commotion 
in the Aﬀections, but to make a laſting 
Change in the Life. For in the hu- 
mane Soul ſuch is the compolition of 
its Faculnes, that till the U 

be rectified |mn its Apprehenſions 
Eſtimations,| the Will is never induc'd 
to make an entire firm choice of what 


1s necellary| for the — Ky con 
Happineb. A fincere perſev 


verſion is effe&ted by ar = 
tar ink and ele nh Hear: _ 
5 


— 
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His Doctrine was uncorrupt and 
pure, the Truth according to Godlineſs, 
He was far from a guilty vile intention, 
to proſtitute that ſacred Ordinance for 
the acquiring any private ſecular ad- 
vantage. Neither did he entertain his 
Hearers with impertinent Subtilties, 
empty Notions, intricate Diſputes, dry 
and barren without productive Ver- 
tue : But as one that'always had before 
his Eyes the great End of the Miniſtry, 
the Glory of Gad, and the Salvation 
of Men, his Sermons were directed to 
open their eyes, that they might ſee 
their wretched condition as Sinners, to 
haſten their flight from the Wrath to 
come, to make them humbly, thankful- 
ly and entirely receive Chriſt, as their 
Prince, and all-ſufficient Savieur, And 
tro build up the Converted in their nroſt 
holy Faith, and more excellent Love, 
that is the fulfilling of the Law. In 
ſhort, 'to make true Chriſtians emi- 
nent in Knowledg and Univerſal Obe- 
dience. 

As the Matter of his Sermons was 


deligned 
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deſigned for the good of Souls; fo his 
uy of expreſſion was proper to that 
end. Words are the Vehicle of the 
Heavenly Light. As the Divine Wit- 
dom was incarnate to reveal the Eter- 
nal Counſels of God to the World ; fo 
Spiritual Wiſdom in the Mind, muſt 
be clothed with words, to make it ſen- 
ſible to others. And in this he had a 
lingular Talent. His Stile was not 
exquiſitely | ſtudied, not conſiſting of 
harmomous Periods, but far diſtant 
from vulgar meanneſs. His Expreſſ- 
on was natural and free, clear and clo- 
quent, quick and powerful, without 
any ſpice of folly, and always ſuitable 
to the Simplicity and Majeſty of Dt 
vine Truths. His Sermons afforded 
ſubſtantial food with delight, fo that a 
faſtidious Mind . could not diſreh{h 
them, He' abhorrd a vain oſtentation 
of Wit, in handling Sacred things ; fo 
venerable and grave, and of eternal 
conſequence. Indeed, what is more 
unbecoming a Miniſter of Chriſt, than 
to waſte the ſpirits of his Brain, as a 

F 3 Spider 
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Spider does his bowels, to ſpin a Web 
only to catch Flies ? to get vain ap- 
plauſe by fooliſh pleaſing the ignorant. 

And what craelty is it to the 
Swet. Souls of Men? 'Tis recorded 

as an Jo of Nero's ſa- 
vage temper, that in a ==. 
hn apr ered by unger, be Or- 
dered a Ship ſhould come trom Egypt 


(the Granary of Italy ) laden with | 


Sand for the uſe of Wreſtlers. In fuch 
extremity to provide only for delight, 
that there might be Spectacles on the 
Theatre, when the City of Rowe was 
. a ſpectacle of ſuch miſery as to melt 
the heart of any but a Nero, was moſt 
barbarous Cruelty. But 'tis 
an heavier _imputation, for a Miſter 
to prepare his Sermons to E 
fooliſh curioſity of Fancy with flaſhy 
Conceits 3 nay, ſuch light Vanities, 
—I LEI dured_ in I 

cene, whiles hungry Sauls langui 
for want of ſolid nouriſhment. 

His fervour and carneſtneſs1in Preach- 
ing was ſuch, as might ſoften and make 
| plant 
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plant the moft ſtubborn, obdurate Spi- 
rits. T am not ſpeaking of one whoſe 
Talent was only in Voice, that labours 
in the Pulpit as if the 

end of Preaching were &i ſudare ali- 
for the exerciſe of the ter non! peter, ot 
Body, atid not for the - «ind. n 
profit of Sorts : Bur | 
this Man of God was inflanid with an 
Holy Zeal, and from thence fuch ar- 
dent expreſffons broke forth, as were 
capable to. procure attention and. con- 
fent it! his Hearers. He. ſpake' as one 
that had a living Faith within him of 
Divine Traths. From this union "of 
Zeal with his Knowſedg, he was &x- 
cellently qualified to convince and 
convert Souls. The found of words 
only ſtrikes the Ear, but the Mind rea- 
ſons with the Mind, and the Heart 
{peaks tothe Heart. 

His unparallel'd Aftiduiry m Preach- 
mg, declar'd him very ſenſible of thoſe 
dear and ſtrong Obligations thar he 
upon Miniſters, to be very diligent in 
that Blefſed Work. What a powerful 

F 4 Motive 


— 


| Work remains firm and durable. Bug 
the 
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Motive our Saviour 
John 21, upon St. Peter & As thou lo- 
veſt me, feed my Sheep, foes 
my Lambs. And can any feed 
much, when none can love hd 
Can any Pains be ſufficient for the 
vation of Souls, for which the Son of 


God dic did not elteem his Blood: too 


coſtly a price ? Is not inceſſant unwea- 
Sl fekdkry requiſhe to adyance the 
Work of Grace in them to perfection ? 
In this the Work of a Miniſter has its 


peculiar diſadvantage, That whereas 


an Artificer, how curious and difficult 


ſgever his _ et has this en- 
couragement, w 
RSG be finds in the fone ſtate 
wherein 'twas left. _ A Painter that de- 
= an exact Piece, draws many 
= often touches it with his Penal 
weit Life and Beauty, and though 
niſh'd, = ſpoil'd d by his jncer- 


= or t carves = 
Statue, [EI EIS 
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Van is of a ſtrunge tem- 

o_ of —_— Impre JT yet fluid Y 
ater, 

Thicd i in ſefacd in it; tis = d to 
temptations that ay ae an (oblivion of 
eternal things, that without 
excitations to quicken and confirm its 
holy purpoſes, it = careleſs, and 
all the labour 1s lo that was ſpent on 
it. This faithful Miniſter abownded in 
the Work of the Lord ;, and which is 
truly admirable, ſo trequent in 
Preaching, yet was ays ſuperior to 
others, and equal to himſelf, In his 
Taſt ime when dedlinin My yet 
he would not leave his beloved Work: 
the vigour of his Mind ſupporting the 
weakneſs of his Body. I remember 
when oppreſt wha an an obſtmnane Hour: 
nels, a n him t 8 
hamlet > he Yr the advice with 


tion. 
cigar was no fomenter of Fattion, bur . 
ſtudious of -the Publick Tranquillity. 
He kney what a Blcfling Peace is, and 
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wiſely forclaw the pernicious Conſe- 
quenees that attend Diviſions. - By 
Peace, the bond of mutual Harmony, 
the weakeſt things are preferv'd and 
proſper; bur where Diſcord rei 
the ſtrongeſt are near to rum. 
heavenly Conſent ir the Primitrve 
Church, was a principal cauſe of its 
miraculons increaſe and flonriſhmg 3 
but after Di{fentions prevail 'd amongft 
Chriſtians, that was deftroy'd m a ſhort 
time, which was butlt by the Drvme 
Union and Heroick Pattence of the 
Primitive Chrifttans, ' And the glori- 
ous Begirmings that prormsd the Re- 
Gar of all Exrope, were more ob- 
frrufted by the Driſentions of fome 
employed in that Bleſſed Work, than 
by all the Power and Subnilty, the Arms 
and Arrifices of Rome it How 
attictive 1s the confideration of our 
drvided Church 2 Sweet Peace ! whrt- 
ther art thou fled 2 Bleſſed Sayjour ! 
who-didſt by thy precious Blood re- 
eoncye' Heaven and Earth, fend down 
thy Sprrit to inſpire us with that 7% 
om 
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dom that is pure = __ 

thoſe who in the ſame Pr 

of Faith, yt ſame be Prop 
of Worſhip, in afferting the Game mdi- 
ſpenſible neceflity of Holineſs, - may 
receive one another m love. 'I am 
aftettionately engaged in a Matter that 
ſo nearly touches all thoſe that valne 
the Proteſtant Intereſt. 

Briefly ; Confider him as a my_ 
ar, his Life was anſwerable to his 
&rine, 

Tis applicable to ſome Mmiſters, | 
whar is obſerved of the Carbuncle 5 by | 
ts colour, luſtre, and fiery fj | 
it feems to be actually a Fire, butt | 
has only the name and a of \,, 
it. Thus ſome in the Pulpit ſeem to | 
be all on fire with Zeal, yet their Hearts 
are as cold as a! Stone, without Holy 
Aﬀections, and their Lives are unwor- | 
thy their Divine Miniſtration. But; 
this Servant of God was like a fruitful 
Tree, that produces in its Branches 
what it contains in the Root 5 his in- 
ward Grace was made viſible ih 
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Converſation becoming the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. 

His reſolute Contempt of the World 
ſecur'd him from being wrought on by 
thoſe Motives, that tempt low Spirits 
from their Duty. He would not raſhly 
throw himſelf into troubles, nor ſpret4 
Conſcientis avoid them. His generous 
Conſtancy of Mind in reſiſting the 
current of Popular Humour, declar'd 
his Loyalty to his Divine Maſter. His 

ity was eminent 1n procuring Sup- 
plies for others, when in mean Cir- 
cumſtances himſelf. But he had great 
ience of God's fatherly Proviſion, 
to which his filial Confidence was cor- 


reſpondent. 
His Converſation in his Family was 


holy and exemplary, every day in- 
ſtracting them from the Scriptures in 
their Duty. 

I ſhall finiſh my Charatter of him, 
with obſerving his Humility. He was 
deeply affe&ted with the ſenſe of his 
Frailties and Unworthinels. He con 
fidered the infinite Purity of _— the 
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Perfection of his Law the Rule of me 


Duty, and by that humbli 

cover'd his manifold d 

preſt his thoughts to me a litle before 

his Death 5 If the Holy Prophets were 

under ſtrong impreſſions of fear, 

the extraordinary diſcovery of the "Ds 

vine "Preſence, how ſhall we poor C 

tures appear before that Holy and Dread 

eMajeſty ? 1ſaiah, after his 

viſion of God, reflefting upon him- 

ſelf, as not retir'd from the commerce 

and corruption of the World, breaks 

forth, Wo is me, for I am undone | be- 

cauſe Tama Mani 0 unclean Lip h, ang 

I dwell in ns Hts 

clean Lips ;, for mine 

g_ the d of Poſt, aps 

nitely terrible to appear before Ged the 
of all, whore che the protettion of 

the of Sprinkling, tes bet- 

ter things than the Blood of This 

alone reliev'd him, and ſupported his 

hopes. Though his Labours were a- 

bundant, yet he knew that the Work 

of God, paſling through our hands, i . 
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ſo blemiſh'd, that without an appeal to 
pardoning Mercy and Grace, we can- 
not ſtand in Judgment. This was the 
Subject of his laſt publick Sermon. 


He languiſh'd many months, but 
reſuming he ſhould be too ſtrong for 
his Infirmuty, neglected it, till at laſt it 
became inſuperable and mortal, Many 
vations heighten our 

and dear Loſs; That fuch a faith- 

| Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould be taken 
away, whoſe Preaching was ſo power- 
ful to repair the woful Ruins of Godli- 
neſs and Virtue in a degenerate Age : 
Whoſe prudent pacifick Spirit wk 
him fo uſctul in theſe Divided Times, 
when Profeſſors of the fame Religion 
are ahenated from one another, as if 
they had been baptized with the Waters 
of Strike : That before our Tears were 
dried up for the loſs of other worthy 
Mwnſters, the Fountain of Sorrow 
{ſhould be opened again by this afflic- 
ing ſtroke. But it becomes us to re- 
cerve the Diſpenſations of Heaven with 
humble 
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humble and quiet ſubmiſtion ; to re- 
fic upon our {ins with an holy grief, 
that provoke God to remove fuch an 
excellent Inſtrument of his ,Gl 
from us. Let ws pray to the Lor, the 
Harveſt, that he will ſend forth Faith- 
ful Labourers into.it. O that ſurviving 
Miniſters might | be animated with a 
Zeal more pure and fervent in their 
Divine Work ! Andthat People would 
be wiſe, while a/ price is put inte.their 
hands, to improve it for their ett 
advantage. The neglected Goſpel will 
ut laſt be . terrible Witnek againſt the 
Diſobedient, to Juſtifie and aggravate 
their Condemnation. 
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2 Tim. 1. 18. 


The Lord grant unto him that he 
oy Mercy of the Lord. in 


HE Words are the Avoliies 
Spe for ' Qzeſphoras, - He 


— _=_ HE 'V,IGz 

gre mercy\ to: the 

The Lond * His Family. was 

__ y now at Ephefes, the' ordina- 
- place of his Abode, where 

alſo was] to whom! he-wrotez ibut he 

himſelf was. then at > Rome. Secondly, 

He prays for his Perſon; inthe Text, 

That which put him upontheſe Prayers 

was . the \Kindneſs he had of 

him at Ephefvs, and afterwards auRewe z 

where | be ſought him, and found hits 

out, and was not afraid rs yon ot 
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In re uital, he prayeth God to be his 
Pavimaſter, and tg'return his Kindneſs 
into be boſom. He ſhewed mercy to 
Paul, and therefore F Paw delired the 
Lord to ſew him mercy. a 
Ply, found him, ſo he deſi 
WOY d let kin find mercy. Paul oy 
merty of him ini Prifon, fer hmm find 
tin Paradiſe. The Lord cramt uo bing, 
that ke may find Mercy of the Lord inthat 
——_ 
1n the Words three things are to be 
obſerved. | 
1; The Pcrſon, tor whom he prays, 
2.':\The Matter, for which he prays. 
' 3." The Time; when this is to be ac+ 
complith'd. 
| 1. The Perſon for whom he prays, 
vo s, SES that God 
rant t0 Fm 
he Matter for which he prays, 
Oy: le may find Mercy of the Lord, A 
requeſt 3 for Mercy is the 
Original and Riſc of all theR 
oes we expect from God. » Mercy be» 
ginneth . our Sfration, and. oy 
f'k n 


crow 
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crowneth jit. Mercy enereth. us into 
the Covenant of. Grace Mercy 


conſummateth the Ha EI 
thereby. Jud. 21, Lonnie f 
cy of our eſus nnto Eternal Life. 
We are not t of Mer- 
cy, but glorified out of Mercy. A 
ſuitable Requeſt, for God laves to re» 
taliate, or pay. us in kind. 4p 
Men ſhall ebtain Mercy, Mat. 5. 7. 
the contrary, Jax. 2. 13. 
have ; 10_e J without Mere - cr 
have ſbewed no Mercy. And as this is 
ſuitable, fo it is molt kindly belicved ; 
for we muſe of God as we uſe our 
ſelves : they that are not faithful to 
themſelves, and do not keeptheir own 
Promiſes, can never be confident in 
God's. Revengetii}. Men are moſt 
apt to diſtruſt of God's pardoning 
Mercy. Thoſe that are hard anduan- 
merciful, and do not pity the milery 
of others, do more ditticultly believe 
God's tender Mexcies and Compalinans. 
3. The Time mentioned in the 
Prayer, in that Day. Some lay, when 
G 3 he 
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he alſo ſhould be afflicted. Others the 
Day.of Death : but rather the "Day of 
j t, that is often called a Day 
by way of excellency ; Ads 17. 30. 

e hath —_ a Day, &c. 2 Theſl. 
I. 10. When God ſhall come to be glorified 
in his Saints, and admired in all them 
that believe. In that Day,that is,the Day 
when Chriſt ſhall come to judg the 
Quick and the Dead, and to diſtribute 
Puniſhments and Rewards. That is 
the Day when Merey ſhall ſtand us 

1 


in moſt ſtead ; and if it go.well with 
us then, it will go well with 


Ever. 


Do. That the beſt of God's Children 
will very mmch need Mercy in the 
Day of Judgment, 


The Apoſtle prays for a good Man, 
who was full of good Fruits, that he 
might find Mercy. Had Omeſphorns need 
of Mercy, and have not we? $ 
the free Mercy of God is our beſt plea | 
at that time, 


| 


Lhe Mey henna aL Hh 
_ _———_— and ſhut out the 


on of Chriſt ; for God ſhews 
cy as propitiated by Chriſt : for that 
was the moſt convenient way: tor de- 


monſtrate his Juſtice and HolineG; and 
to vindicate the Honour of his: Go- 
vernment and Law, and: to be a war- 

to Sinners not to preſume. upon 


__ * . Therefore this is called. the 
ec he Era 
On Our Eero B 


2. A bas M Mercy — not be urged to 


. exclude our Qualification : for, till 


we are qualified, we have no right to 
the good things of the Covenant. The 
Mercy and Favour of God is conditio- 
nal, but yet free 3 not due by any Me- 
rit and Claim, but that of his Promiſe 3 
po his Promiſe is made to them that 
rightly qualified, the (incere Belie- 
ver, Holy, the Humble, and the Pe- 
nitent 3 others are uncapable of Mer- 
cy. You muſt not think God will 
G 4 ſhew 
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ſhew Mercy to Men, though they have 


no inherent Holineſs at all. Faith and 
—_— are requir'd before we car 


> Though Mercy be our beſt Pleas 
ramen not takeit ſo, as if a Be 
$ Condition were doubtful and 
uncertain, and a good Chriſtian could 
not know how it will fare with him. 
The Mercy of the Lord is the Ground 
cus Tops, But in xnpanttitn HY 


other Evidences, whereby m_— 
ſtand their Eſtate. The ſerious 


People do conſider the weight of the 
Matter ; but Humility is not Uncer- 


tainty. They areunworthy in the brox « 
ken-hearted ſenſe of their own Detects 


and Failings 3 but God counteth them 
worthy, becauſe of their Diligence and 
Seriouſneſs in the Heavenly Life. 
Lak. 21. 35. Watch ye therefore, and 
pray always, that ye may be counted wore 

He accepteth them as worthy 
They ſhall walk with me in white, for they 
are worthy, 


4.God's —__ plead Sincerity though 
not 


| 


PUT wa ww gu a 7” {4H 


\ 


Lait Strman. 83 
not a finleG ſpotles State. Perfect Righ- 
tcouſneks according to the Covenant of 
Works they cannot z but fincere 
Righteouſneſs according to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, they may and do 

Ia. 38. 3. Remember, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, how I have walked before thee in 
Truth, and with a perfe Heart. Ther 
Graces and Duties will endure the 


weight. There muſt be inherent Righ- 
tec or you will never come to 


5. Though they may take Comfort 
in their Evidences, yet they dare not 
plead the Merit of any thing in them- 
ſelves, They take comfort im their 
Evidences ; 2 Cor. 1.12. For our vejoy- 
cing is the Teſtimony of our Conſcience x, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, 
we have had our Converſation in the 
World. They are God's, Pſal. 119.94: 
I am thine, ſave me, Yerthey dare not 
challenge God's Reward as a a Debe. 
If God ſhould deal with them accord- 


mg 
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ing to their Deſervings,their very Rem- Þ | 
nant of Sins were enough to bring them || | 
to Damnation ; yea they wo 
an hour out of Hell, aſloon as God } | 
ſhould enter his Aion againſt them. 

6. Though they are not perfect, yet 
they are not wicked ;- there is enough 
to difference the Godly from the Un- 
godly. Job 10. 7. Thou knomest I am 
20t wicked, Though all Men be Sin- 
ners, yetſome have eſcaped the Reign 
of Sin. We muſt diſtinguiſh our ſelves; 
i John 3. 10. In this the Children of 
God are manifeſted, and the Children of 
the Devil, whoſoever doth not Righteouſ- ' 
neſs, is not of God. 

Many Arguments will ſhew the Ne- 
ceſlity of this. 

Firſt, From the Nature of God, 
who 1s a God of exa& Purity, glorious 
Majeſty, imparrial Juſtice, and infinite 
Knowledge. All which ſhew the need 
of Mercy. 

en he 1s upon his Judicial Proceſs 
hergin the World,who isable tocndure | 


it 2 


- 
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| God hath. P/a. 50.21. Thou 
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it 2 The Men of Bethſbemeſb ſaid, 1 Sam. 
6. Who is able to ſtand before this Holy 
Lord God 2 That is, becauſe he ſhews 
himſelf ſo Zealous of his Inſtitutions. 
And, Joſh. 24. 19. Te cannot ſerve the 
Lord, for he is a Holy God. He'fpeaks 
not this to diſcourage them, but that 
they might not have flight ts of 
God, and his Service, as if he did make 
little reckoning of Sin, or that it were 
not ſo hateful to him, and fo great a 
Matter as uſually it is made to be. 
Slight Spirits wonder why Men make 
FN ado about Sin. What harm is it, 
ſay they, to take a little forbidden Plea- 
ſure, or to indulgea wanton T 

or drop a vain Word? Theſe: Men 
are ignorant of the Purity and Holineſs 


of God ; therefore their Humiliation 


and Repentance 1s thought needleſs, 

their Senſe of the Neceflity and Bene- 

fit of Pardon leflen'd, their Awe and 

Watchfulneſs abated. What thoughts 

they have of Sin, the ſame ker roar 
t 


I was altogether Juch an one as thy i 
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They make light work of Sin, either 
in repenting, or watching and ſtriving 
tee though of Sn, orerhavegran 
t of Sin, never have 
thoughts of God. It wethink ſeri 
of the Purity and Holineſs of Gad,-1t 
would be another Matter, and it would 
not ſo lightly go off the Conſcis 
ENCE. ; | 
2. There is the glonous Majeſty of 
God. He is a Sovereign, a his 
Recompences are Acts of Grace, and 
not of Debt. Fobſaith, (Fob. 19.15.) 
Though I were righteous, I would not an- 
ſer ;, but I would make Supplication to 
my Judge. Whatever Senſe we have 


of our own Integrity, and the Good | 


wrought in us,, yet Supplications far 
Mercy do become the Creature, For 
God 1s our Sovereign, and repreſented. 
there as our Supreme Judge, whoſe 
Tribunal none can decline, whoſe Exas 
mination and Trial is moſt ſtrict and 
accurate, whoſe Doom and Sentence is 
decilive and abſolute, without power 
of appealing or repealing z and the Exe» 

cution 


ae... Ml 


| 


c, the greater God is, aud the more 
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cution and Puniſhment moſt dreadful. 
Therefore nothing becomes us {© much 
as a broken-hearted Imploring of Grace 
and Mercy. God is ſo pm 
ous, that we can rherit 
hands z all that 1s done to us 
meer Grace. This is the 
between Sin and Obedience : Sole 
nouſneb of Sin is. always aggravate 


* the =IL of the 
whogE trcaminals In 

7 Foes i rin 

Officer, is more than to ſtnke a private 


Ca 2 Og more than an ondary 


1ce. Butontheother 


glorious, the more it leflens the Value 
of that Good: we We can 
nevcroblige him. we hate dome af 
that ever we can, we are but 


w1profiteble | 
Servants, Luk: 17. 10. s the 
Fountain of all ghat we are —— 
T- 


us wich ol our Faulk, doth at a(t crown 
Us. 3. The 


— 
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3. The Impartial Juſtice of God. 
That belongs to him, as Governour of 
the World. There is a threefold Juſtice 
in God. 

; (1,) His general Juſtice. That r& 
uires, Ot bonis bent ſit, &5- malis malt; 
t it ſhould be well with them that 
do well; and ill with them that do ill. 
This is ſpoken of, 2 Thefſ. 1. 6, 7. it # 
a righteous thing with God to rende 
Tribulation unto them that troubls you, 
and unto you that are troubled, Ref. - 

(2.) His ſtrict Juſtice, according to 
the Covenant of Works. If God 
ſhould deal with us according to our 
undeſervings and ill-deſervings, nat in 
a way of gracious Compaſtion, what 
would become of the beſt of Men in 
the World 2 Not one of us could ap- 
m_ Court. For there is not'a Man 
ound, that hath not ſome Fault and 
Failing, which would render him-un+ 
capable of God's Favour. If he ſhould 
proceed in juſt Severity _ us, who 
could ſtand? not only w 
wicked, but who among the Peop ++ 
G 


amore the 


. nat 
—_—__ [jLef:$en 99 

Farley be pin Wane york 
udgment mu as* 

is doth, P/al. 143. 2. into 

Tudgment with thy Servant, thy 

wr wr earurgay ty» ified. It 1s 

1mpoſiible for ſuch a frail Creature 

as Man is, toappear before God's exat 

| Tribunal with any Comfort and 

j Now becauſe this {tridt Juſtice of God 


, | leaves tis in ſuch a deſperate and hope- 
Oo pwonnc yaw a 
ſet up, to which we may appeal. even _ 
the Covenant of Grace, which allow-- 
eth Pardon'to perntent and ſincere Bc- 
hevers. | 

(3.) There is his merciful Juſtice, ac- 
cording to Promiſe in the new'/Cove- 
nant. Heh. 6. T0: God is not 'unrighte- 


Land - GG OR . Gn” Wy — . 


LL 


of\in the Text,- 
Lorll grant that he tay find Mercy in that 
s his Grace to enable us to 
the Conditzon, and tis his 
merciful Juſtice to accept of it, when it 


is 

4. His Infinite by 
which he takes notice of all that we 
do. We may be with P 
and Selt-love.-but theHol 


God knows many Faults, which Men 


for 


ther carmar cannot or will not 
Fas hereby þ 3. 1 hea ning of ip 


People have attain'd to new ns 


Righteouſneſs, yer they dare nat ven- 
upon 


' 3.20. or if our Hearts condemn ws, 


God is greater than our Hearts, nd. 
kaows all things. 
wiſe 20 the Holy God, than 
us. Lk, 16. 15. "be 


— 
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before Men, but God knoweth their Hearts, 
for that which is highly eſteemed among 


. Men, is an Abomination in the yebt of 


God. God many times deteſts that 
which is highly valued and cried up 1 
the World. ' So Prov. 16. 2. AU the 
ways of Man are clean in his own eyes, 
but the Lord weighs «the Spirits, We 
look to the Bulk and Matter of the 
Action, but God looks to the Mind 
and Spirit with which it 1s performed: 
We look to the Action (lightly, ſo.as 
to overlook the Evil thatis in it through 
partiality and indulgence to our ſelves; 
but God exattly weighs things,and puts 
them into the Ballance of the SanCctua- 
ry : Therefore'we ſee a neceſſity, that 
when we come into the preſence of the 


Righteous and Impartial judg of Hea- / 
ven and Earth, 'we ſhould make Mercy 
our Plea ;_ though we be conſcious of 


no Dete& and Diſobedience, faw no- 


eee een 


| thing, or Enew nothing amiſs by our 


clves, yet God knows Failings, fees. 
Errors. Job 9.22. If 1 were perfe(f, 
Jet do-T not know my own Soul. That is, 

H I 


1 
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I wonld not go by the inward ſenſe 
and feeling of my Conſcience, but 
give pp the Cauſe to God, that he 
"might juſtly candemn me : for no Man 
ſees exactly the depth of his own 
Heart ; therefore I would not ar 
my Right, bat crave Mercy : So that 
you (ce it is Mercy that muſt ſtand us 
in moſt ſtead, 

2, From the Condition and Diſpo- 
ſition of the Saints, 

(1.) Thar Condition ; they were 
once Smners, and ſtill are imperfe&. 
Once Sinners, liable to the Wrath of 
God, And as they were once Sinners, 
they are ſtill to own the Merit of Sin, 
though not to determine the Event : 
for tkey are to judg themſelves, 1 Cor, 
11.31, Though they are as Brands 

luckr out of the Burning, yet they 
Seſery'd the Burning. I do not tell you 
what God will = what you - V 
deſerved ; not to weaken your conh- 
dence & rejoycing 1n Chriſt bur to hum- 
ble your Hearts. You had once the Sen» 
tence paſt upon you, andhadtheRope 

< paſt upon yo 


—_—_— 
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ut your Necks 5 you _at_the 
Gates 0 and might have entred 
in, but for the Grace of your Re- 


deemer. "ATenſe of it is ſtill neceſfary 
to quicken your Thankfulneſs and 
Prayers for Mercy and Pardon, and to 
promote your Humility. You tum 
Grace into Wanton and abule it, 
if it leſſen any of theſe Ads : for 
a forgive, we muſt nor for- 
get. 


e were once as bad as the worſt, 
and Children of Wrath even as others, 
Epheſ. 2. 3. Therefore when God ju- 
ſtfies us, we muſt ſtill condemn our 
ſelves. We are ſtill impertect, and the 
beſt feel and find in themſelves great 
Infirmities, and make but too much 
work for pardoning Mercy. There 
are great mixtures of Sin that we are 
conſcious unto, notwithſtanding ' the 
little good which we perform. Job 9. 
2,3. How ſhould Man be juſt with God # 
If he ſhould comtend with him, he cannot 


i 


anſwer one of a thouſand. Our Righte- 
ouſne(s is ſo imperte& and full of De- 
H 2 tetts, 
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fects, that we do not make it our Plea, 
but God's Mercy is our beſt and ſareſt | 
confidence. There are many fins that ' 


we are conſcious unto ; Pal. 40. 11. 
Inmumerable Evils have compaſſed me 
about,therefore what ſhould we do but 
cry for mercy and forgiveneſs of them? 
Lord be merciful to me, a Sinner, Luke 
18. 13. 

(2.) The Diſpoſition of the Saints : 
They have a greater apprehenſion of 
the Evil of Sin, becauſe of the increaſe 
of Light and Love : As their Light and 
Love increaſes, ſo doth their Trouble 
about Sin. 
more complaint about remaining Sins 
that cleave tothe Beſt,than the Wicked 
do about reigning Luſts. They are 
aſhamed of the folly and filthinelſs that 
is 1n Sin, troubled and griev'd for their 
unkindnelſs to God; and therefore are 
more - apprehenſive of the need of 
Mercy than poſiibly others can be: 
None ſee fo ,many Sins, none ſee ſo 
much hainouſneſs in Sin. In a clear 
Glaſs of Water the leaſt Mote 1s a_ 


Rom.7.9,24. Paul maketh * 


[ 


cn 
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and the moſt delicate and tender Com- 
plexions are moſt ſenſible of annoy- 
ance, Therefore if God will ſhew 
mercy to them, notwithſtanding all 
their unkind dealings with him, they 
apprehend it as a great and wonderful 
favour, | 
(2.) They have a. greater dread of 
God's Juſtice and Holineſs, and a more 
ſincere reſpe&t to the Threatnings of 
his Word : , It is true, they do not fear 
as before' with a Tormenting Fear, yet 
havea great reverence for theSentence 
of his Law, and a more firm belief of 
his eternal Recympenſes than the blind 
and ſtupid. World hath. Therefore 
they more earneſtly deprecate his An- 
ger, have a greater care to pleaſe him, 
a more piercing grief, becauſe they have 
offended him; and therefore if God 
will ſhew, them mercy in the free and 
full forgiveneſs of all their Offences, 
they are more apprehenfive of the, Be- 
nefit.- '” They know God's Word is 
true, and obſerve his Proyidences as- a 
Comment on it, Rome. 1.18. None of 
H 3 them 
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them can or dare appear in the Judg- 
ment, till they have ſought his Favour, 
and obtain'd his Pardon. 

(3.) are more ſollicitous m 
the Caſe, than others who make a light 
buſineſs of Salvation.and do the Work 
of an Ape in a Breath. - We are all 
Sinners, = God 1s merciful. ' Th 
_ that a buſineſs of = weight muſt 

carried on with all diligence imagj- 
nable. Phil. 2. 12. Work 5 5 
Salvation with fear and trembling. They 
fee ſo many deceive themſelves, make 

a full account they ſhall be 
Rev.3.159. ſaved ; do well in the 
Matth.25. Judgment, when there is 

no ground for it. 
know the\leightned( that is incident to 
humane Nature, the deceit and hy- 
pocrifie of their own Hearts; there- 
fore ule diligent Cares, conſtant" + 
ers, continual Watchings 3 and i a 


they have done all, dare not'reſtu 
that, but the Mercy of Jefiis Chriſt, as 
their beſt Refage and Comfort. 


3dly. With 
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3dly. With reſpett to the Purity and 
Strictnels of his Law, which is the Rule 
of Commerce between us and God. 
The Law may be conſidered, as it re- 
lateth to the Covenant of Works, or 
as it relatcth to the Covenant of 
Grace. 

(1.) With reſpe& tothe Covenant of 
Works, where the leaſt Failing lays us 
open to the Curſe, furely no Plea can 
be allowed but Mercy, For that Cove- 
nant ſhuts up from all Hope of Eſcape, 
unleſs Mercy opens the Door for us. 
Row. 11. 32, Hehath concluded all under 
Unhelief, that he may have Mercy mpon 
all. Gal. 3. 11. The Scripture concluded 
all under Sin. All are guilty of Diſo- 
bedience unto God, that all might be 
ſaved by Merey and Grace. "Tis a Si- 
militade taken from Malefattors, who 
are ſhut up in Priſon to be kept unto 
Puniſhment. For who among us can 
perfettly keep the Law? 

(2.) With reſpe&t tothe Covenant of 
Grace; where God requireth Perfe&ti- 
on, but will accept of Sincerity. The 

H 4 Law 
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Law of God is ſtill in force ;, for it is 
adopted into the Frame of the Cove- 
nant as the Rule of our Duty. The 
Rule is as ſtrict as ever, but the Cove- 
nant 1s not (ſo ſtrict. The Rule 1s as 
ſtrict; for it ſtill requireth Perfection 
but the Covenant is not ſo ſtrict, it 1s 
not ſo indiſpenſibly required, becauſe 
Sincerity, or Perfection of Parts, 1s ac- 
cepted inſtead of Perfection of 
Perfection is ſtill required : otherwiſe 
our Defects were nothing, and we 
might allow our ſelves in our Failin 
and no great Harm would come of it. 
And then to ſtrive after Perfection, or 
to preſf towards the Mark, would not 
be a neceſſary Duty, but only a Work 
of Super-errogation. No ; it doth in- 
vite us to the higheſt Degree of God- 
lineſs, and makes the Endeavour after 
Pertection a neceflary Condition of our 
Happineſs,as Perfection it (elf to be our 
proper Happineſs. And ſo our Duty 
and Felicity do agree, that we may 
not have any liberty to be bad and mi- 
ſcrable, Bur yet it accepteth of Sinceri- 


ry, 
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ty, if our Hearts be upright with God, 
and our whole Mind —— be (et 
to , pleaſe, and ity him, and 
_ Fr our nels vr ſo to da. 
God will not enter into Judgment with 
his Servants, nor be wh and ſevere to 
his Children, nor condemn thoſe that 
love and-fear him for lefler Failingsand 
Infirmities, nor take that to 
ruine and deſtroy them. Indeed as the 
new Covenant commandeth Perfection, 
it noteth our Infirmities, to humble us 
in order toour Cure. Chriſt, asa Phy- 
ſician, looks to our Infirmities, to rid 
us of them, and free us from them; 
but not as a Judge, to condemn us for 
them. But yet, becauſe of the multi- 
tude of our Errors, the holieſt, and 
humbleſt, and moſt penitent believi 
Soul is ſcarce able to abide the Tri 
Therefore when we have done, our 
utmoſt Mercy in that Day is our great- 
eſt and ſurelt Support. | 


4thly. With reſpe& to the Day of 
Judgment. | 
1. The 


—_— 
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|. The Preparation that is neceſla- 

. Sinee Chniſt is ready to judg, and 
we know not the Day and Hour of 
his Coming, we ſhould be ready to be 

judged. A fad Meeting and Greeting 


4 will be between and an un- 
Soul, Therefore it concerns 
ply, to ſee whether we be ready 
to give up our Account toGod., Now 
there is a twofold Readineſs ; when 
you arein a ſafe Condition, and when 
are m a comfortable Caſe, with 
reſpe&t to that Day. All that are in a 
ſafe Caſe, know not that they are in a 
comfortable Caſe, know not that it ſhall 
go well with them in we _—_—_— 
Our Safety is known by w of 
Grace 3 for Chriſt will judge according 
the Goſpel. Rom. 2. 16. Whom the 
Goſpel doth juſtify, they ſhall be juſti- 
Ted « ad whom the Goſpel doth con- 
demn, they ſhall be condemned. The 
Rules of judging are in the Word, but 
every one cannot apply them. Now 
the Goſpel juſtifieth all that repent and 
believe. By Repentance —_— a 
urm- 
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Turning im Heart and Life to God : 
and by Faith, a believing what Chriſt 
hath x fo for the Reſtauration and Sal- 
vation of Sinners, and an accepting, and 
making uſe of him to this End. Bur 
theſe things are not wr IN Us a8 EA- 
lily as they are ſpoken of. And when 
they are wrought im us, they are not 
ſo toon evidencd, that we have Re- 
unto Late, and Faith unfex 
ed. Now then, is it not a 
Prayer whilſt we are in the midſt of 
our Doubts and Conflicts, that we may 
find Mercy in that day. 
2. dh wr" _ that we-mulſt un- 
0. Da s the 
—_ and molt drach Day tn 
ever was, when it & Matter of Senſe, 
mow = —_— of Faith. Wf a Man 
it, he would grve all the World 
for Mercy in that For then the 
adg will come from Heaven with + 
ſhout, and the Books fhall be opened, 
Rev. 10. 12. the Book of Conſcence, 
and the Book of God's R 
and every thing muſt be produced in the 
Judgment, 
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went, whether it be Good or Evil, 

le 12. 14. Now the thought of 
this ſhould make us humbly to ſue out 
our Pardon. Then intreaty is of no 


uſe, but now it may ſteed us ; and no 


_— —— 


requeſt becomes us ſo much, As Mercy, 
Lord, inthat Day. It we miſcarry then, 
we are undone for ever: but if accepted 
then, we arebleſſed indeed to all eternity. 

3. The greatneſs of the Bleſſings 


we expect, which beyond all pro-. 


portion excel our beſt Endeavours, 
Eternal Mercy is at the bottom of all 
God's proceedings with us : Now the 
leaſt comfort that he beſtows upon us, 
comes from his Mercy and Grace, and 


ſhould work a deep ſenſe of it in our 


Hearts: Gen. 32. 10. 1 am not worthy 


of the leaſt of all thy Mercies, and of all | 


thy Truth, which thou haſt ſhewed unto 
thy Servant. But then there will be 
the fulleſt and largeſt manifeſtation of 
God's Love and Favour to us z 1 Pet. 
I. 13. Hope to the end, for the Grace 
that is to be brought to ws at the Reſur- 
reFion of. Jeſus Chriſt, There 1s Grace 

|  brovght 


— 
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brought to us now by the Revelation 
of Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel, in ſome 
meaſure, but hereafter by that Reve- 
lation we ſhall ſce his Grace and Mer- 
cy more fully and perfetly. We ſee 
his Grace in the pardon of Sins, and 
that meaſure of Sandification and Re- 
novation which we attain unto; that 
| he is pleaſed to paſs by our Offences, 
and to take us into , his Family, and 
give us a taſte of his Love, and a right 
to the Heavenly Kingdom, and will 
any way imploy us in his Service, 
But then it is another manner of Grace 
and Favour. Indeed, when our Par- 
don and Approbation ſhall be pro- 
nounced and ratified by our Judg's 
own _— AT&s 3. 17. _ times of 
g refreſhin Come the pre 

- 4 Lord When aan ACE 

us into his Family, but into his Pre- 
ſence and Palace, that we may dwell 
with him for ever 3 John 12. 26. Not 
only give us a Right, but Poſſeſſion. 
Matth. 25.34. Not ſee Chnit by Faith, 
but by Sight. 1 Jobz 3. 2. See our 
Perſons 
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Perſons admitted into the neareſt frui- 
tion of God that may be, and we are 
capable of, Not only have ſome re- 
mote Service and Miniſtration, but 
everlaſtingly imployed in loving and 
ighting in God, and prailing of 
with all thoſe Heavenly Creatures, 
who are our Eternal Companions in 
this Work. This is Grace and Me 
indeed. The Grace of God, or his 
Favour to Sinners, is never ſcen in all 
its graciouſheſs till then ; Ther the praiſe 
of his glorious Grace doth ſhine forth, 
Epheſ. 1.6. We cry, Grace, Grace now, 
when we taſte his Love, but then we 
haye the full and uninterrupted com- 
munion of G have much of his 
M now; For we are juſtified free- 
hy by bis Grace, Rom. 3. AO his 
abwundarnt Mercy he hath begotten ws to a 
{roely hope, x Pet. 1. 3. Grace is as free 
now as then ; but then it is more full. 
No more trouble with Infirmities or 
Neccſhitics. 


The 
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© The conſideration of theſe 
ſhould preſs us to three things, To 


Serious Humble, and Tha ZN. F. 
Serious 18 our 
qur great Aceoune he —_— is * 


ſo exatt and impartial, that the choiceſt 
of God's Servants are fain to TB 


their whole claim to Mercy. 


lineſs is w —_ are to be x Judged 
tQ Lite 0 
= pPRE———_—T 
he Qualifications are not ecafily 


£ to be interpreted, till Grenc 
Na ue 


Pn —— 


and manifeſt themſclves 

ful Influence and multiplied FAQs; 5 

therefore we muſt give p mal that 

we may be found in hin of peace, without \ 

ſpot and blameleſs, 1 Pet. 3. 4. _—_ 

you ſhould do all your Works, order 

all your Actions as Men that ſhall be 

Judges for them, Jam. 2. 12. Matth. 
2. 36. Conlider what will be com- 

fortable in the laſt Reck and 

how things will appear inthat 

know God's Mercy and Fanh 


I 

in the 

Blood of Chriſt, will be the chief 
ground 


—_ 


112 Dr. Manton's 


ground of your Comfort. But you 
muſt make your Qualification more 
explicit. A free Pardon through the 
Mercy of God, and the Merit and In- 
* tercethon of him that redeemed you, 
1s your great Encouragement : but yet 
you muſt hold on in the way of Holi- 
nes, that it may ſtead you in your 
teſt need. All do not riſe to the 
Fads t of Abſolution, but ſome ro 
the Judgment of Condemnation ; there- 
fore you muſt make it evident that 
you are of the former number, Roz. 
8.1. 
2, To be Humble, by the know- 
ledg and conſideration of God and 
your ſelves. 


1.) Humility becometh us with 
SY; to God. The Tho of Grace 
1s a Throne ſtill ; and though we have 
great liberty and boldneſs by Chriſt, 
yet we muſt come humbly. There is 
an everlaſting diſtinction between the 


_Creature and the Creator, and yoi 
muſt acco y a your clves : 


ou 
Not as the Phariſce that came-to chal- 
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lenge a Debx, but-as the Pullicap that 
came to etpplore Mercy, Luke 13.104 
11, He;that had a- lowly Opinion, of 
himſelf, , was, moſt acceptable to God,., 
(2,) With reſpe& to your ſelves. . 
God's Children \necd- to ;be-ſpargd,in 
their beſt Adtions. "Malig.-x7.. 1\will 
ſpare thewn, us a Man'\ſpaves. his own. Sou 
that \ſerucs \þimr, Nehem. 13.22%, \Rer 
member me, O my God, concerning thit 
alſo, and. ſpare , wtz according 46 the 
greatweſs of'\ thy Mercy.. / He ſpeaks this 
when he had procured God's Ordinaft- 
ces to be duly obſcrved-;; He pleadeth 
no Merit betore God,. but deſires ra 
ther to/he ſpared; for he was conſcious 
of his own many Failings. OY 
£3) The ſtriftng: of your Rulk, 
Plal, 19. 12. Who. can: wnderſiand this 
Errors 8 Cleanſe _ thay , ne from »ſernet 
Faults, ' [The Multirude of Erfors that 
we know, and the 'njultirude of ther 
we know) not, ſhould keep us hum- 
ble. | 23nd 21 208 
35579 el; 20h 229 
I 23. It 


3. Tr preſfetlh you to Thankfulne&, 
From firſt to laſt Mercy fapplies all 
our Needs. The Throne of Grace 
was erected for this purpoſe, that we 
| aig have Mercy when we need it 

moſt. Heb. 4. 10. Let ws therefore come 
bolally nnto the Throne of Grate, that 
we Muy obtain Mercy, and Grace 
to help in a time of need. ot Qna- 
tifications come from Grace 3 1 Chron. 
29. 14. For all things ewe of thee. 
Luke 19. 16. ' Not ny Induſtry, but thy 
Pound; not his own Tnduftry,” butts 
Maſters Talent. Gal. 2. 20. Not I, bt 
Chriſt Irveth in me ;, and the life'which T 
wow live in'the fleſh, I live by the Faith 
bans God. 1 Cor.'15. #6. Net 
I, but the Grate of God which was with 
ae. Caſt your Crowns of Excellency 
at the Lambs Feet. Rev.4.10. Let him 
have all the honour, for you have all 
from him, and all ſhould be to him. AMl 
the Benefits we expe&t from God, come 
not for our Righteouſneſs, Dar. 9.18, 
but for this great Mercy. Deatgh. 
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T'# Harmony of the Divine Attributes, in 
'the III of Man's Redertip- 
tion by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Or Diſcourſes, 
wherein is ſhewed, how the Wiſdom, Mercy, 
Juſtice, Holineſs, Power and Truth of God, 
are glorified in that great and bleſſed Work : 
By William Bates, D. D. In Dmnarto. 
Conſiderations of the Exiſtence of God, 
and of the Immortality of the Soul, with the 
Recompences of the Future State, To which 
is nqx.z2dgod, the Divinity of the Chriſtian 
Relivic + proved by the Evidence of Reaſon, 
and Divine Revelation. For the Cure of In- 
fidelity, the HeQick Evil of the Times. By 
William Bates, D. D. In Ofavo. 

_ Sermons preached-upon ſeveral Occaſions, 
by Iſaac Berrow, D.D. late Maſter of Trinity- 
Colledg, in Cambridg, and one of his Maje- 
ſties Chaplains in Ordinary, In Ofavo. 

The Reconcileableneſs of God's Preſcience 
of the Sins of Men, with the Wiſdom and 

Sincerity of his Counſecls, Exhortations, and 
whatſoever means he uſes to prevent them : 
Ina Letter to the Honourable Rob. Boyl, Eſq. 
To which is added a Poſtſcript in Detence of 
the ſaid Letter. By ohn w, M. A. fome- 
time Fellow of Magdalen-Colledg.Oxon, In 
Ottavo, 
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